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money in the construction of roads. To_o
muck of the time of settlers is taken up in
transporting their produce to market over
bad reads. The great need is feeder roads.
It may perhaps be looked upon as mon-pro-
ductive work, but it is one of the soundest
and beat investments the Government could
make.

On motion by Hon. J. W. Hickey, debate
adjourned.

BILIL—INSPECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Messapge returned from the Assembly noti-
fying that it had agreed to the amendment
made by the Council.

RIL.L—LOAN, £8,763,000,
Second Reading.

Order of the day read for the resumption,
from the 6th Deeember, of the debate on
the second reading.

On motion by Hon. W. Carroll, debate
adjourned.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Architects Act Amendment.
2, Road Clesure (No. 2).
3, Brockton-Dale River Railway.
Received from the Assembly.

BILL—TBE WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUS-
TEE, EXECUTOR, and AGENCY CO.,
LTD., ACT AMENDMENT (PRI-
VATE).

Returned from the Assembly with amend-
ments.

House adjourned at 11.49 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayvers.

QUESTION—SANDALWOOQOD,
STOCKS.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM asked the Premier:
Huving regard to the fact that the Govern-
ment have been jssuing permits to pull sandat-
wood during the last few months, and that
in pursuance of such permits the pullers have
accumulated large stoeks of sandalwood at
various stations or sidings on the BEastern
Goldfields line, these stocks being at present
unsaleable, is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to arrange to assist the pullers by
cither purchasing the stocks or advancing
money thereon pending sale, vo as to enable
the pullers to live until they are able to rcalise
their stocks?

PULLERS’

The PREMIER replied: No licenses or per-
tnits for the pulling of sandalwood were issued
between 80th June and 1st November, 1023,
The matter will be considered.

QUESTION—-STOCK DISEASE,
BELMONT.

Mr. TICKERTNG asked the Minister for
Agrientture: At what date did his depart-
ment become cognisant of the outbreak of
disragse in cattle at Belmont?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: On the 22nd XNovember, 1923,
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QUESTION—STATE HOTEL ADMINIS-
TRATION, PAPERS.

Mr. HICKMOTT (without uotice) asked
the Colanial Secretary: Will be before Par-
liament adjourns lay on the Table of the
House for the information of members all
papera dealing with bis inquiries into the ad-
ministration of State hotels?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
The papers will be laid on the Table again.
They have heen on the Table already, but were
taken away. They will be hronght back to-
mMOrrow.

BILL-—ROAD CLOSURE.
All Stages.

Intreduced by the Premier, and read a first

time,
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [4.38] in moving the second read-
ing said: The introduction of this Bill is due
to a desire on the part of the people at Coilie
to cstahlish a croquet court on a block of land
now held by the Joeal trades hall, adjoining a
sporis reserve. The Collie people have already
established on their reserve a bowling green
and a tennis court. Tt is the custom of the
House to encourage sport whenever an appor-
tunity presents itself. The making of the
proposed exchange will he & help to the people
at Collie, and the proposal is supported by the
Collie Municipal Council. In order that the
exchange may be effected, it will be necessary
to close part of a street known as Patterson-
street. That street iz 150 links wide, which is
an unnecessary width; and the proposal now
is to reduce the width by 50 links, which will
be added to the reserve that is to be given to
the trades hall in exehange for the site to be
surrendered. The area to be given the trades
hall is a Jittle larger than the site to pe sur-
rendered, but it is a very awkward piece of
land. T see no objection whatever to the pro-
posal. I am afraid that in most of our town
arcas we reserve too small an area for sports
gronnds. Nowadays our people go in for
srorts & grent deal more than they did a few
vears ago. While T approve of encouragement
heing given to sport, it means that I often
have to eome to the House to obtain anthority
for dealing with land in that conmection. I
nagve—

That the Bill bo now read a second time.

Chuestion put and passed.
Rill rend a second time.

I Committee, elc.

Bill passed throngh Committee without de-
tate, reported withont amendment, and the re-
rort adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.
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BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Architeets Aet Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

Z, The West Austrulian Trustee. Executor,
and Agency Co., Ltd,, Act Amendment (Fri-
vate).

Returned to the Couneil with amendments.

BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,
Debate resumed from 6th December.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) |+.43): | should like hon. members
to consider the reason why the Bill hus heen
introduced. The Bill, if introduced at all,
should have been introduveed by the Govern-
ment as a Government measure. But the Gov-
ernment have not seen fit to introduce it and
so, for some reason or other, the member
for Katamning (Mr. A. Thomson) has taken
it on himself to do so. Those associated with
the hon. member were to a large extent re-
sponsible for baving inserted in the Bill of
1916 the provision that no trading concern
could he handed over to a purchaser or lessee
without the approval of Parliament. Nobody
more strongly supported that provision tham
did the member for Williamng-Narrogin (Mr.
Johnston). Presently I will read to the
House some of the statements he then maae.
To-day he is supporting the Bil' now bhefore
us. A few years ngo the Minister for Works
handed over to the Westralian Farmers’ Ltd.
the sole agency for the sale of agricultural
implements made at the State Implement
Works. The political organisation with which
some of my friends on the cross benches are
connected were then greatly in favour of the
Bill of 1916, There was no suggestion that
the State Trading concerns should be disposed
of. But, for some good reason, the Minister
for Works had to cancel that agreement. He
explained here that he felt the country was
not getting fair play under the agreement for
the sole selling agency, that the terms of the
ngreement were not being cenlied with, Fm-
mediately that agreement was cancelled. the
wencral manager of the Westralian Fartners’
Ltd. got to work with the Farmers and Set-
tlers' Association.

Me. A, Thomson:
ceedingly vivid,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T am relating the
facts. The general manager, addressing the
Farmers’ and Settlers’ Association, usea
snme sfrong language against the State trad-
ing erncerns, and showed reasons why they
chould be disposed of. He said the Govern-
ment had no right to go on treding.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not wish to embar-
rass the hon. member, hut T hope he wiH not
trv to discuss the whole ramifications of State
trading.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T expected that.
Befare T came to the Honse, speaking to a

Your imagination is ex-
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friend in the strect, I said, ‘‘I’ll bet the
Speaker will try to bloek me if I endeavour
to show the reasons why the Bill has been
introduced.*’

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not think that under
the Bill T can allow the hon. member to dis-
cuss the principles of State trading.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: [ am giving rea-
sons why the Bill was intrqduced. The gencral
wanager of the Westralian Farmers’ Ltd., as
soon as he lost the sole apency, got to work
with the Farmers and Settlers’ Association,
and endeavonred to induce that political party
to oppose State trading.

Mr, Pickering: Was it an individval whe
had the sole ageney?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. it was a com-
pany, but this individual was the manager of
the company. At the first subsequent meet-
ing of the Farmers and Settlers' Association
it was resolved that the Btate trading eon-
cerns shonld he disposed of. This was done
under the iunfluence of the general manager
of the Westralian Farmers’ Ltd., who, by the
cancellation of the agreement with the Min-
ister for Works, had lost -his commission on
the sale of State implements.

Mr. A, Thomson: Your imagination is very
vivid.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T gec the member
for Williams-Narrogin hag left the Chamber.

The Minister for Agriculture. He knows
when to get away.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When the Bill of
1916 was in Committee, Mr. Scaddan, the
then Leader of the Opposition, moved—

That the provise be struck out and the
following inserted: ‘‘Provided that pos-
session shall not be given to an intending
purchager or lessee under a contract of sale
or agreement to lease until the approval of
Parliament has been obtained.

Considerable diseussion ensued
ber for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
said on recommittal :—

[ am sorry the Government cannot see
their way to accept this proviso. In view
of the deetsion of the Committee that a
trading conecern shall not he atarted with-
out the approval of Parliament, it is only
consistent to provide that ne State trading
eoncern shall be sold without the approval
of Parliament. Having regard to the tre-
mendous amonnt of capital invested in these
eoncerns, and of their undoubted utility, in
at least some respects, T feel very strongly
on this point. I am alsn of opinion that
possession of these huge enterprises shoulid
not be handed over until Parliamentary ap-
proval has been obtained.

On the seeond reading the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogio said—

If we give the Governmnent power to deal
with these huge concerns without the ap-
proval of Parliament, I fear that we are
opening the way to further charges or
secret contracts being hurled across the
floor of the House.

During the previous session there had been a
good deal of discussion about secret contracts,

The mem-
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194:‘3

and Parliament had passed a resclution that
no contract should be entered into secretly.
Parliament denounced secrct contracts. This
Bill provides for secret contracts; proviqes
that the Government may, if they so desire,
eecretly sell any or all of the State trading
concerns, Therefore the Bill is opposed to
the decision previously arrived at by Parlia-
ment.

Mr, A. Thomsen: Hundreds of thousands
of acres of Jand have been leased without the
approval of Parliament.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Yes. The member
for Williams-Narrogin dealt with that also.
He said— .

During the past couple of sessions we
have had a number of small, Billa brought
down by suecessive Ministers for Lands
to securc the approval of Parliament for
leases being given of small reserves. In
those matters Parliament cculd well say
that it would trust the Mivister for Lands
to make the beet possible deal for the people
of the State. But what is the use of Par-
lHament if we aie going to band over to the

Government the right to dispose of, by sale

or lease, the huge trading concerns without

any reference to the elecred representatives
of the people? In regnrd to the Imple
ment Works there is no doubt they have
heen the means of keeping down prices of»
agrienlfural machinery.' They have sue-
ceeded in keeping in the SBtate a good deal
of money which would otherwise have gone
out of it, and farmers have heen able to
secure great relief. I trust nothing will be
done in the way of disposing of these works
without some reference to Parliament, At
any rate I am not prepared to sign an open
cheque for the Government to fill in to dis-
pose of these trading coneerns without re-
ference to Parliament and I trust the Gov-
ernment will accept an amendment to this
effect when the measnre is in Committee,
That is a very pronounced statement made by
the member for Willinms-Narrogin. But at
that time the Farmers’ and Settlers’ Associa-
tion had not decided, at the behest of Mr,
Murray, to vote against State trading con-
cerns, That is the difference. We bave here
the hon, member’s private opinion, expressed
on behalf of bis electors, which is now re-
versed in accordance with the desire of the
political organisation he stands for. It shows
conelugively the influence that has been
brought to bear, and why the Bill was intro-
duced.

Mr. A. Thomson:
rect.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The Government
do not require the Bill. If they had wanted
this provision they would have introduced
legislation accordingly. If the Government
find something that will prevent them carry-
ing on the affairs of the State in the best in-
terests of the Btate, it i3 their duty to intro-
duce legislation to remove the obstacle. But
the Government have not introduced such
legistation. That being so, it Il beeomes sz
private member to dictate to the Government

You are entirely ineor-
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the poliey to be purswed. Tt has been stated
as an argument why the State trading eon-
cerns should be sold, and why the Government
should be entitled to sell them without refer-
ence to Parliament, that the trading concerns
have cost the State a considerable sum of
money. The trading concerns have been pro-
vided for principally ont of loan and trust
funds. It is very difficult to find out the
exact cost. Any losses made have been added
to the eapital cxpenditure, but without access
to the books of the department it is difficult
to ascertain the aetual eapital cost. As nearly
as I can get it, the total cost of the State
trading concerns, including the Wyndham
Meat Works, has been £2,450,000. T get that
from the balance sheets op to the 30th June
Jast.

The Premier: It should be £2,580,000.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: That is the total
capital expenditure from all sources, and in-
cludes the suspense account and the lesses on
the Wyndham Meat Works. It is right that
members should ascertain whetner the State
has been losing through the expenditure of
this money, whether the taxpayers have had
to put their hands in their pockets to provide
interest and sinking fund on the amount. The
statement has been made repeatedly that the
trading concerns were not costing the State
anything. The Premier has said that here,
and Mr. Colebateh made a similar statement
in the Legislative Couneil.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the hon. member
in poing a little outside the Bill, .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No. The Bill is
to give the Government the right to sell the
trading concerns. These arguments have been
put up as to why they should Le sold.

Mr. SPEAKRER: But not in this debate.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The debate is only
just starting.

Mr, SPEAEKER: The hon. member might
ecnfine himself to the question whether Par-
Jiament should give nuthority to the Govern-
ment to sell. The principle itself is not under
diseussion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I surely have the
right to show by argnments sach as those I
have been advaneing that the right to sell
should not be given to the Governmeat. I am
endeavouring to vrove that the Government
should not have the right to dispose of the
trading eoncerns without first consulting Par-
liament, and in support of thiz contention I
shall show that the various enterprises have
not been a charge on the taxpayers of the
State. At the present time the Government
cannot sell any of the comcerns without the
approval of Parliament, and my arguments
are in the direction of showing that the exist-
ing position of affairs should continue. The
whole of the money invested in the trading
concerns was not spent at the same time; it
wag spent over a period of years. Over the
last three years we find that the money paid
jnto Consgolidated Revenue from the State
trading concerns has been sufficieat to provide
five per cent. interest on the total capital dur-
ing the whole of the seven years of their ex-
istence,

No less a sum than £1,054,176 has
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been paid into Consolidated Revenue to meet
interest, departmental charges, and for other
purposes. The total paid for recoups, interest,
and departmental charges has been £641,465.
This represents interest om capital jnvested,
interest on working capital, and vecoups to the
department for work done for the trading eomn-
cerns, and the period is 1916 to 1923, There
has been transferred the the Consolidated Rev-
cnue, in addition to the amount 1 have given,
no less a sum than £412,710 during the same
period, making the total I previously gave,
of £1,054,176. Take five per cent. from the
amount invested of £2,450,000, and we get
£857,500; so that there is still left an amount
of £196,67G to meet interest on working capi-
ta) and departmental charges, or £28,096 an-
nually. There are very few members in this
Chamber who have gone into these figures to
deterntine for themselves whether the trading
concerns have or have mnot shown a loss.
My desire is to make the position plain,
so that members may hknow precisely what
they are voting for- whem the time to
vote arrives. I am endeavouring to prove
that the trading econcerns have not been
a loss to the State; that therefore
the Government should not be asked to dis-
pose of them. T also wish to point out that
over £300,000 has been paid towards depreeia-
tion and sinking fund. This money has come
out of profits. Tn addition to the amount
taken into Consolidated Revenue, members will
be surprised to Jearn that the State Sawmills
alone cost £369,602. That concern is valued
in the books of the department to-day at
£198,321, and they have in addition a sinking
fund of £28,533, thus leaving £168,786. So
that the State Sawmills to-day are worth
£369,000. They are ag valnable to-day as they
were when first installed. That applies also to
a number of the other trading concerns,

The Premier: The sawmilla will eut out.

Hon. W. (0, ANGWIN: But they have a
very big area to work upon., Take State ship-
ping: I know the feeling of members of the
Ministry in regard to ihis enterprise, and 1
will not give to them the right to sell any of
the boats trading on the coast. Parliament
should retain the right to declare whether or
not the vessels should be sold.

The Premier: But we have a perfeet right
to our own opinions,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt cannot be denied
that the people on the coast are just as much
entitled to have vessels trading along the
eoast as the people on the land are entitled to
have railways to serve them. The losses on
the coast have been a mere bagatelle compared
to the losses snstained on the State railways.
The member for Katanning (Mr. A. Thomson})
no doubt has another reason for desiring to
give the Government the right to sell the trad-
ing concerns. It is not long since one of the
firms, on whose behalf the hon. member voiced
opinions very strongly in this Chamber, endea-
voured to gecure possession of the implement
works. And that firm wanted those works for
nothing. They desired that the stocks should
be retained in the works and that they should
be permitted to carry on the manufacture of
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implements, and that payment should be made
over a number of years, |f the (iovernment
bad the right to sell the trading concerns
witheut consulting Parliament, the implement
works might have been handed over on these
conditions.  Take the State Quurrics.  No
deuht the Government would sell the uarries
if Parliament gave them permission to de so,
but I guarante: that there are few members
of Parliament who would agree to sell the
qrarries if they gave five minutes’ considera-
tion to the matter, and knew what the enncern
wis used for. The Btate Quarries were brought
into existence, in the first place, to provide
metul for o dock at Fremantle, When it was
tonnd that a dock e¢oulil not he built, the Gov-
ernment agreed to supply at cost prive the
various loeal authorities in the metropolitan
area with stone for road making. The quarries
have been used for that purpose ever since.
How, therefore, can we cxpect this concern to
show a profit? The taxpayers have received
the beunefit from this enterprise every day of
their lives. The implement works, to which 1
have already referred, are a necessary require-
ment in the State, and are paying thousands
of pounds towards depreciation and sinking
fund, The State Hotels are in a similar pnsi-
tion. T have heard mo argnment advanced in
favour of giving the Government power to sell
the trading concerns. The hon. member who
introduced the Bill did not advance any rea-
sons why we should pass the measure. I ean
vnderstand the hen. member imagining that
the intelligenee of the other hon. members in
this Chamber iz no hetter than his own, and
expecting, therefore, to get the Bill through.
But if he held the views that I do, he would
not for a moment dream of giving the Gov-
ermment the power it is sought to give by the
Bill. Ts it not strange that the hon. memhoer
ghould be submitting the Bill to the fouse in
this our last week of sitting?

Mr. A, Thomson: The Bill has heen hefore
the House for months.

Hon, W. O, ANGWIN: T agree it was one
of the first Bills introduced this session, but
the hon. member never seemed anxious to go
on with it. Time after time its consideration
had to be postponed becanse the hon, member
wna not present to move the second reading.
Tt is not the fault of Parliament nor of the
Government that the Bill was not considered
earlier. What his reazon for the delay was,
T eannot say. There seems to have been a
rearon for keeping back the consideration
until the dying hours of the session. Tt is the
dutv of Parliament to serutinise all the actions
of the Government. Tt may be said that if
the Government sell any of these trading con-
¢erns and their action has not the approval of
Parliament, they ¢an be turned ort of ctfice,
But that in ar imnossibility. We had au ex-
amrle only a little while agzo in conneetim
with the Lrke Clifton roailway.

The Premier: Two vears agoe.

Hon. W, ¢ AXGWIN: Tt does uot seem so
long ago. My friends opposite knew the Gov-
ernment had done wrong, and said so. They
snirl it was a disgraceful action on their part,
and yet when the time came they stood like
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sheep behind the Government, and supported
them.

The Premer:
that did that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It may not be this
Government that will have the right to sell
ary of these Stute trading concerns.

The Premier: [t will be, for a b

Hou, W, (", ANGWIN: The Fremier is
more optimistic on that point than I am.

The Premier: That suggestion will not help
you. You eau have all the hope sou like, but
you will be di~appointed,

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The argument is
used that if the Government make 2 bad sale
they can be turned out.

The Premier: You made a bad purchase
whea you hought some of these things.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I should like to
know what they are.

The Premier: T will tell you.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Premier has
not shown us yet what they are. We did not
make anythiny like as bad a purchase as the
Government dil in econnection with the Fre-
mantle and Carnarvon freezing works, and the
Northam butter and bacon factory.

The Premier: You do not like the Northam
butter and bacon factory?

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: We have not con-
demned the Government, because we realise
they have Leen doing the lest they eould, and
have been influenced by vertain members on
the cross-benches, and by the continunal
smoothing over of the member for Gascoyne
(Mr. Apgelo). The Government ean sell the
meat works at (‘arnarvon.

The Premier: You can buy them,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: They do not come
under the State Trading Concerns Act.

The Premier: But we cannot sell them.

Hon, W, (. ANGWTIN: They do not require
leave to do that.

Hon. P. Collier: They are too bad to sell.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There are State
funds invested in them, If it had not been
for the decvision of Parliament, the time might
not have been far distant when the Govern-
ment would have had an opportunity of sell-
ing the meat works at Fremantle. One vote
stepped them the other day.

The Premier: They voted with you. Two of
them did so.

Tlon. W. C. ANGWIN: Neither of these
coneerns iz a State trading concern, and the
Government can dispose of their interests
when they desire to do so. It may be said
the (iovernment should be given the right to
«ell these State trading concerns, becanse
they stop other people from starting out in
secondary industrics in Western Australia, It
is said tlat people are afraid to establish an
indnstry here becauvse the Government may
start in opposition to them. That cannot
b dome uneler the Aet to-day, for the approval
of Parliam=nt would first have to he given,
Take the State Tmplement Warks. Members
will find from the returns for the fonr months
endel 31st Octoher that no less than £127,990
worth of agrivultural inmplements were im-

1t was pot this Government
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ported into \Western Australia. That argu-
ment goes by the board. The State Imple-
ment Works cannot be detrimental to the
establishment of similar industries here, be-
canse we have the market in this State.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member is dis-
cugsing the whole principle of State trading.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: XNo.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member’s argu-
ment i3 not ag to whether the Government
should be entrusted to sell these concerns or
whether Parliament should have power to seil.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Those few people
who are anxious that the Government should
have the right to sell are afraid of Parlia-
ment,  They think it is casy to get over the
Government, but know the difficulty of getting
over Parliament. The State Sawmills afford
an example of that,

The Premier: The people could not put up
their cash.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: So long as they
¢an get these concernd into the hands of the
Government they know it will be possible to
get hold of some of them. They would like
to get one or two of them at a reduced cost,
and at a price that will not be beneficial to
the Btate. That price would leave the State
to carry the interest and sinking fund for
many ycars. Because we are going through
a slack time on account of the late war, that
is not to say thig position will continue, and
these business men see that. They think they
will be able to get hold of the State hotels,
the Wyndbam Meat Works, and one or two
other concerns at a reduced price, on account
of the state of trade, and that if these con-
eerns are in the hands of the Government
they will be able to bring pressure to bear
npon them. Ne member who votes away any
right he possesses as a representative of his
constituents, and hands it over to four or
five members of Cabinet, is fit to represent
his electorate.

Mr. A. Thomson: And yet vou cheerfully
give the Government power to spend milliona
of money in other directions.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He will be taking
the entire powur out of the hands of his elee-
tors. When I go before my electors next
year and they ask me what my action would
be concerning State trading concerns, if this
Bill is passed I shall have to say I have no
power, for it is in the hands of the Govern-
ment. Would they not be justified in asking
me why [ had voted away their rights? They
sent me here to proteet and preserve their
intere-ts, not to give them away. 1 pledged
myself to preserve them, and every other mem-
ber @id the same. There are only a few
trading concerns that will be affected by this
Bill, and they will be affected detrimentally
to the State. We have only the shipping, the
jmplement works, the Wyndham Meat
Works, and the brickworks. Onece our State
ships are got rid of vp will go the cost to
shippers.

Mr. Tecsdale: They will not get rid of the
““Bambra.’’
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Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: Passenger fures and
feights on poods will immediately go up. The
same thing applics to Yricks if the State
brickworks are dispesed of. 1f the implement
worka are g0ld, up will go the cost of imple-
ments.

The Premier: No.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIX: It has occurred be-
fore,

The
dearer.

Mr. Latham: The implement works do net
keep down the cost of machinery.

Hon. W, ", ANGWIX: And it will happen
again. These works have been policing the
State,

The Premier: No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: One firm will sell a
chaff cutter ¢heaply, another a harvester, and
o0 on, in an endeavour to eut out the State
Tmplement Works,

Mr. Latham: I will get the nnmes of the
firms who do that.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: The farmers are
reaping the advantage of the position. The
State Implement Works are acting as police-
men, and guarding the interests of those who
require implements, T hope the Bill will be
fefeated.

Premier:  Machinery could not be

The PREMIER (Hen. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.277: The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) has
made out a good case, He stands for State
trading, and I de rot and never have done so.

Mr. Hughes: Why do you carry them on?%

Mr. Lambert: They are a State necessity.

The PREMTER: There is no need for some
of them. 1 will tell members what is invested
ir them, how the money is invested, and what
hag been the result of the trading.

Mr., SPEAKER: Unfortunately the ques-
tion is not whether State trading concerns
should exist, or what they cost. Tge question
is whether the Government should have power
to sell them, or whother Parlinment ghould re-
tain that power.

The PREMIER: T cannot see how mem-
berg can cousider State trading concerns un-
less they know what they are going to sell.

Mr. Lambert: They are in the schedule.

Mr. SPEAKER: The importance of the
question may justify me in relaxing the gen-
rral rules of debate in this instance, but if I
allow one member latitude T shall have to
allow the same to othera. There is no reason
why the Premier should go into the guestion
whether the State trading concerns pay or do
not pay.

The PREMIER: [ shounld be sorry to vote
on any question if T knew nothing about it,
and would be equally sorry to ask anvone to
vote unless he knew what he was doing, If
we were asking for power to sell the State
Sawmills, for instance, we shovld have to give
every item in connection with them, and set
ont what the offer was and tell members all
about it.

Mr. SPEAKER: And the quesstion before
the Chair would permit of that being done.
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[ will, however, allow the Premier to proceed
2nd give him eovery seope I can.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
made out a good case. ile has dangled be-
forc us o buuch of carrots in the usual man-
ner. Btate trading voncerns have not helped
anyone ia the State.

Mr. MeCallum: Nonsense!

Mr. Hughes: They have helped your rev-
cnue.

The PREMIER: Tet me have my say in
my own way. They have wot peen the deadly
loss to the State that some people have made
out. T want to make the position plain and
I wish to be guite ¢lear. T will ot say T am
in favour of State trading, because 1 am not.

My, Lambert: You will not lic about it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Will the Premier
allow me to remind him that we are not dis-
cusging whether he is in favour >f State trad-
ing or not. 'That docs not affect the question,
which is as to whelher Parliament shall retain
the power to sell the trading concerns or en-
able the Government to have that power.

The PREMIER: On a question like that,
there must be on one side of the House those
who are in favour of State trading, and those
who are opposed to it will sit on the opposite
side of the House.

Mr. Marshall: Why not move to disagree
with the Speaker's ruling?

The PREMIER: T will not contest the
Speaker’s ruling at all. We have investigated
tle position and find that the amount of capi-
tal invested in the State trading coneerns is
£2,582,273, Last vear there was a loss of
£103,102. Of that taotal, the lnss on the
Wyndham Meat Works was £88,442 and on
the State steamers, £78,757. There was n
profit on the sawmills of £62,122, on the State
hotels of £7,502, and on the State brickworks
of £2,232,

Mr, Hughes: The Minister for Works said
the sawmilla’ profit was £115,000,

Mr. Lambert: He would say anything.

The PREMTER: The figores T am giving
are for the vear ended 30th Juae, 1923.

Mr. Hughes: The Minister for Works
said that the profit on the State Sawmills
for that period was £115,000 and vou say it
was only £62,000.

The PREMTER: That is the profit shown
on the halance sheet. The loss on all the eon-
cerns, however, was £103,102, Tt is true, as
has been pointed out, we made enormons pro-
fita from the State steamers a few vears ago,
hint those days are gone. Those profits were
due to the war causing high freights, The
deficit has lLecn increased by £80,000 on ac-
count of interest payments in respect of the
Wyndham Meat Works alone, From the in-
eeption to the present time the lnss on all the
State trading concerms has heen £301,726.
There have been payments to sinking funds
of £55911,

Mr. Lambert: Yon have not lost the sinking
fond payments by any means, have you?

The PREMYER: The hon. member does not
~cem to think T wish to be fair. T wigh to
make a fair statement. Depreciation to the
ertent nf £332,163 has been provided. On the
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State Sawmills, the amount allowed has been
£170,741. I may explain in regard to de-
preciation payments that what we are losing
on Wyndham we have made up on account
of the State Sawmills, so that the State trad-
ing eoncern balances, at the end of the year,
practically even up the position. As the bal-
ances in respect of trading comeerns were not
always taken into consideratiorn in revenue me-
count, it was not a fair thing to transfer all
the profit from the sawmills to revenue. Thus
the position has been more or less balanced,
but £170,741 has had to be provided for de-
preciation on account of the sawmills, That
is an unnecessarily large sum,

Mr. Hughes: If you look at page 6 of the
departmental report, you will see that the
amount given for depreciation is £142,000, not
£170,000.

The PREMIER: The amount is unneces-
sarily large. Of course, a conziderable amount
has to be allowed for as depreciation in con-
nection with the State Sawmills because they
cut out fairly rapidly. In respect of the State
Shipping Service, £108,723 has been allowed
as depreciation, and that amount is quite rea-
sonable and necessary. On the State Imple-
ment Works depreciation to the extent of
£30,239 has been allowed, on the brickworks
£9,5651, und thus, together with other smaller
amounts, the total of £332,163 for deprecia-
tion is arrived at. Unfortunately the purchase
of machinery for the State Tmplement Works
was a had deal, and £120,155 has had to be
written off the eost of the works on that ae-
count.

Mr. A, Thomson: Is that included in the
sum vou have referred to?

The PREMIER: No. The machinery I re.
for to should never have beemn brought into
Western Australin, I am giving these par-
ticulars to hon. members beeause it is only
right that Parliament and the public should
know the true position.

Hon, W. C. Anpwin: The figures published
in the returns do uot hear out what you are

_saying.

The PREMIER: T know the figures may
not be quite the same.

Mr. T.amhbert: Tt is shown that the loss
has not been so extensive.

Mr. Latham: They furnish a good argu-
ment in favour of disposing of the concerns.

The PREMIER: Taken in all, the loss on
the concerns may not bave been so very large.
Tet members of the Opposition aceept the
position as such. The loss for the future will
be considerable.

Mr, Munsie: What has been the loss so farf*

The PREMIER: It was £103,102 last year.

Mr. Munsie: What has been the total loss
so far?

The PREMIER: The total loss has been
£301,726. 1 have already explained te mem-
bers that hoge profits were made by the State
Shipping Service on acconnt of the high
freights charged during the war.

Mr. Munsie: The money paid into Consoli-
dated Revenne by the State trading concerns
has more than exceeded the loss,
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Mr. Hughes: It has repaid the capital in-
volved.

Mr. SPEAKER: Urder! Hon. members will
have an opportunity of addressing the Chair
later on.

The PREMIER: [ do¢ not know why hon.
metnbers will persist in making that state-
ment! I have ghown that the loss bas been
considerable and that large amounts have had
to be set aside for depreciation and sinking
fund payments. This has inereased the loss
from revenue, and that is & point worthy of
consideration. Always more and more money
has to be found for the State trading concerns.
That must e the position if the operations of
the trading concerns inerease, So far as I
can see, the louses for the future will be con-
siderable. As the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. U, Angwin) has pointed out,
the State Shipping Service provides transport
favilities for the northern parts of the State
Just us the railways du in the southern parts,
I' do not know whether private people Wwould
be prepared to provide the steamers necessary
to run the servive along the northern coast.

Mr. Teesdale: 1 would not like to take tie
rigk.

The PREMIER: I do not think they would
do so in view of the provisions of the Naviga-
tion Aet. T regard the State Shipping Service
a8 necessary for the existence of the North.
West,

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear! That is so.

The PREMIER: We have experienced great
losses in comnection with the Wyndham Meat
Works, and unless meat hecomes much dearcr
those losses will eontinue. There will come 2
time, of eourse, when the Wyndham works will
be payable. T do not wish to say much more
eencerning these trading concerns. Referenee
has been made to the employment furnished
to our peaple by the trading concerns, Cer-
tainly they do afford some employment and do
fome gervice for the people, but the taxpayer
has had to foot the bill. For my part T do
not think we have employed ome man more,
because of the existence of State trading econ:
cerns, than would bave been employed by pri-
vate enterprise, without any State trading at
all. T do not know that we would have had to
pay hil. more for our articles and our imple-
ments than if the State works had not been in
existence, No one gets more money or more
employnient hecause of the existence of these
canecerns,

My, Munsie: Do you think timber mills
would be operating in the karri areas if the
State had not undertaken that work?

The PREMTER: T do.

Mr. Munsie: Wa were for 20 years without
ane there.

The PREMIER: Certainly, private enter-
prise would have dome the work. I am not a
timber expert and I do not know the timber
markets of the world. I will not argue that
point with the hon. member, but T do contend
that if the State can sell karri, other people
ean gell it too. It is a strange thing that at
one time we had private ownership; then we
bad co-operative effort, and later we had a
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State trading coneern.  Despite all this, tim-
ber is dearer than ever to-day.

Mr. Hughea: Because the sawmills are 1n
the combine!

The PREMIER: Timhber has not been
cheaper in later years than it was when pri-
vate enterprise controlled the position,

Mr. Munsie: No, because Millars are man-
aging the whole business!

The PREMIER: Notwithstanding the
high protection we are enjoying, the cost of
implements has not been cheaper to those re-
quiring them and, on the contrary, the coxt
is heavier thap before, I should he delighted
if we could sell machinery more cheaply and
avoid o Joss. As a matter of fact, gales to
agrieulturists are limited and the loss i8 con-
siderable, HNome of the work dune at the
State Implement Worky, of course, is for the
Harbour Trust and that has been the position
for some years past.

Mr, Lambert: The State lmplement Works
helped my little company to the extent of
£500

The PREMIER: Yes, at a loss. Last year
the loss was £7,324. The position has not been
improved, because of the existence of State
trading concerns, although in one respect _the
taxpayer hay benefited, because the trading
voncerns do not pay taxes, While I would
not care to sell the Wyndhaw Meat Works at
the figure they would bring to-day without
consulting the House— -

Mr. Munsie: Then you don’t want the
Bill.

The PREMIER: T wish to clearly set ont
iy views on this question.

Mr. Munsie:  Why don't yon introduce
your uwn Bill?

My, SPEAKER: Order! Lot us deal with
the question before the Chair.

The PREMIER: T am glad of this oppor-
tunity to make my position clear. Tt is fre-
quently said cutside that the Toss on the trad-
ing concerns has been large, whereas to date
it has not been so. The future, however, does
not hold out prospects of sueh results being
continued.

Mr, Teesdale: It will be much worse,

Hon, W. €. Angwin: You want a State
jam factory.

The PREMIER: Reference was made to
the hutter factory at Northam. The experi-
onee of that concerm has been unfortunpate.
8o it has been with other butter factories.
They have had their bad times, but in the
end thev will prove successful. The member
for North-East Fremantle, who commented oa
the position, would certainly prefer loeal pro-
duets to the imported article. We shall have
to inenr some loss in undertaking the manu-
factare of our own products,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You want to start
a jam factory now.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.45): 1
am pleased at the fair manner in which the
Premier explained the financial position of
the trading conceros as ke views it. It is
illuminating to learn there is not beimg in-
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cuvred the loss that interested people, day in
aul day out, throngh newspapers and by other
meuns, would lead the public to believe.

The Premier: There was considerable loss
last year.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, and if under the
bork-kevping system an  abuormal  sinking
fumd i3 charged against all of these concerns,
such as is charped agaiast the State Sawmills,
the Government ¢an make the loss as heavy as
they like,

Mr. Teesdale:
last year.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. lLarliament in 1917
decided to place State undertakings under
stafutory authority. Prior to that they had
been established and controlled withont statu-
tory authority.

Mr. A. Thomson: They were brought into
being without statutery authority.

Mr. LAMBERT: Quite so. The then Pre-
mier (Mr, Frank Wilson) was responsible
for the State Trading Converns Act, in the
schedule to which were included, sawmills,
brickworks, implement and engineering wotks,
quarry, shipping service, lhotels, meat distri-
hution, ferries, and fish supply. The Labour

A lot of privatr firms lost

Party, prior to ecstablizhing those con-
cerns, had gome to the epuntry with a
pelicy of which State tiading concerns

formed part, and had bheen returned by
an overwhelming majority. Therefore, they
procceded to establish the concerns. Their

action was commendable, [  appreciate
the difficulties besetting the conirol ot
State enterprises. There is the so-called

unfair competition against private enterprise,
but these undertakings rank with railways,
water supplies, electrie supplies, and harbeur
works. [f members are prepared to give the
Government authority to dispoze of the trad-
ing eoncerns, they must, to be consistent, em-
power the Government to sell the railways,
water supplies, and similar enterprises.

Mr. Money: They are utilities.

Mr. Marshall: That is a distinetion with-
out a difference.

Mr. LAMBERT: [ do noi know who was
responsible for coining that term, but it ap-
pears to be another instance of the bare-faced
effrontery that characterises many of the in-
ventions emanating from an elastic National-
ist platform. There iz no such distinction;
all these enterprises are national enterprises. If
the memher for Bunbury favours a eurtail-
ment of the Bunbury harbour works and giv-
ing the Government statutory authority to dis-
pose of them, he will vote for the Bill. Tt is
sheer hypoerisy to eundeaviur to distinguish
between the two groups. Shipping on the
North-Weat coast must rank equally with
railwavs. It would be dangerous to give any
Government the right to sell the shipping ser-
viee. It is a national undertaking a national
necvessity, providing an essential artery to the
preat North. But for the shipping service the
cambine would exploit 1he peonle of the
North and shut them off from effective com-
munication with the main eon.mercial eentre
of the State. A Minister that may be in to-
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diy and out te-morrow should unet have the
power to sell that concern.  Members who
would give the Goverament power to sell the
Wymlham Meat Works should remomber that
the Labour Purty muy be in ofce next year.
The people of the North, to whom the W yud-
ham Meat Works have veen of the greatest
service, have Deen consistently biting the hand
thut ied them, becausy they wished to de-
preciate the value of the works aund obtain
control of them. 1f they could depreciate
the value of the works to the extent of a
gquarter of a million, sulivient finaneial back.
ing would be available to {ake over the works,
Purlinment in 1917 touk the right to veto
the sale of any of these works, and Parlia-
ment to-day should preserve that right. How-
ever unpromising the Wymiham Meat Works
neay seem at present, no Government should
have the right to dispose of them without
first comsulting Parliament. Jembers must
be consistent. Let them go the whole hog and
give the Government the right to sell every-
thing the State possesses. Let them set up
the Government as decondhand dealers to dis-
paose of our railways, harnour works, electric
generating atations, tramways and other wtili-
ties. No Parliament would grant that power;
it would be too dangerous. Members opposite
should not be influenced by the harping nou-
entities commercjally interested in the aquelch-
ing of State trading concerns. The Govern-
ment should not embark on further under-
takings that ean be successfully or more ef-
ficiently ruz by private individuals, but after
having established {ranspoct for the people,
implement works to assist the farmers, stone
breaking works to assist read making, and
brickworks to encourage the building of
homes, such national works should be held in-
violate from the attacks of meddlesome com-
mereial men that seek to destroy them. Par-
liament should insist that the Government
have no right te barter away any of these
national enterprises.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
dealing with the principle of trading ecan-
rerns.

Mr. LAMBERT: T do not wish to cpen
up that question; it is too hot for me. I hope
memhers on the Government side will not
he stampeded inte giving the Government aun-
thority to sell the trading concerns. Parliament
should be paramount and showld have the
right to determine whether the State shall coan-
tinue to incur a loss on certain undertakines
anil preserve essential facilities to the neople.
The ficures so fairly presented by the Pre-
niier, throw a different light on the gquestinn.
The 1oss is not of great moment: it is larealy
a matter of hook-keepine, Certain facilities
have heen granted by Parlinment. and Parlia-
ment alone should have the right to take them
away.

Mr. MONEY (Brabury) [6.1]: This Rill
dors nnt raise the aquestion whether the State
tradine concerrs are Yeing run at a les: or
at a profit. The anly matter mentinn~d in
the Bill iz whether the proviso to Sretion 25
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of the principal Aet shall be carried out.
The section provides that the Government
may sell or dispose of a trading comcern for
such an amount, and upon such terms and
conditions, as may be approved by the Gov-
ernor in Couneil. That means, shortly, that
the Govermment in Executive Coumeil may
sell the State trading vconcerns. But there
is a provise that possession shall not be given
of that which is sold, uatil the approval of
Parliament has been obtained. Parliament
may not be sitting at the time of the sale.
We have known recesses of seven or eight
months in Western Austraiia.

Hon. P. Collier: Angd that is the time some
of these jobs have been worked., That is the
time to get to work on a job like this, It was
during a recess tbat the Lake Clifton railway
was bought.

Mr, MONEY: [ assume that the electors
of Weslern Australia may be roused up suffic-
iently to clect fit and proper persons to re-
present them in Parliament,

Hon. P. Collier: The Lake Clifton railway
purchase was a job, anyhow; and it was done
in rceess,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MONEY: That for the moment is be-
gide the question.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not beside the ques-
tion,

Mr. MONEY: The whole point is, can Sec-
tion 23 be reasonmbly carried out with that
proviso? \What person in his senses would
hang up his purchase money for six months,
leaving it a question wbether he shall obtain
possession of that which he has bought? I1f
we caunot trust the Government, it would be
better to repeal the whole section and simply
let Parliament sell. It has been previously
decided that the Government may sell.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Subject to certain
conditions. :

Mr. MONEY: Subject to a elog in the
form of that provise. The provise undoubt-
edly makes Section 25 practically inoperative.
The clog canses delay, and is entirely unwork-
alle,

Hon. P, Collier: Tt has never been tried.

Mr. MONEY: 1 take it the intention of
Parliament, when passing Section 25, was to
make it workable. It has proved unworkable.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Roulder) [6.5]: The
last speaker has stated that Section 25 has
proved unworkable. That is a mis-statement
of fact. The section has not proved wnwork-
able, and po member who has spoken in sup-
port of the Bill has been ahle to adduce an
instance in which the section has prevented
the sale of a State trading concern.

Mr. Money: Has the section been vsed?

Hon. P. COLLIER: In order to prove the
rection uwnwaorkahle, the hon. member should
have given the House some instance where it
has operated to prevent the sale of a State
trading concern. That he has not been able
to do and has not attempted to do. On the
other hand, when the House was in session,
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and uuot in recess, an offer was made for the
parchase of the State Sawmills, This section
wonld not have prevented the sale of the
eawmills. They were not sold simply beeause
the Government were not game te submit the
offer to Parliament, or 1 may say because
the Government ¢id not desire to dispose of
the sawmilly, the reason being, as stated hy
the Minister for Works on the floor- of the
House at the time, that the Government be-
lieved a majority of members werc against
such a proposal.

Ar. A, Thomson: The Premier stated other-
wise,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It does not matter
what the Premier stated; it is not correct.
There is nobody more willing to disbelicve
the Premier or to refuse to accept a state-
ment of the Premier than the hon, member,
when it suoits him.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. P. COLLITR: The statement made
by the Premier ig not correct, The reason
why a motion for the sale of the sawmills
was not submitted to Parliament was, as the
Minister for Works has stated more than
onee, that the Government knew such a pro-
posal would not be supported by a majority
of this House. The member for Bunbury
{Mr. Money) says that the Bxecutive Council
shpuld have power to sell.

Mr. Money: The section gives them that
power,

Heon. P. COLLIER: But not to sell defin-
itely and finally.

Mr. Money: Possession is not to be given
pending tlie approval of Parliament.

Hon. 7", COLLIER: That is a miserable
quibble. The fact is that the Government of
the day are unable definitely to close a salc
and part with one of the State trading con-
cerns until the approval of Parliament has
been obtained. The member for Bunbury
suggested that the Government might be
trusted to do this kind of thing. The hon.
member should be consistent, and go further
and say that the Government of the day
should he trusted to do the right thing with
regard to establishing or purchasing new
State trading concerns.

Mr. Money: That is not the subject of
the Bill. T confined myself to the Bill,

Hon. P. COLLTIER: I know that. For
my part | am not going to consider at all
whether the State troding concerns have been
profitable or otherwise; and I hape no mem-
ber of the Horse will cast his vote from that
aspeet only, or from the aspect wheather he
anvroves or disapproves of State trading. The
principla nf the Bill goes mueh further than
those points. It goes down to the very foun-
dation of representative government. If we
are going to declare that any Government
shall have a free hand to dispose of publie
property which has ¢ost more than two and a
half milliona sterling, then we might go fur-
ther and say that Parliament shall be closed
altogether, and that the Government shall be
allowed to carry on all affairs of State with-
out any reference to the clected representatives
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of the people,  (Ybgerve the Inconsistency!
Members  opposite say, ‘‘The Government
shall have the right ta dispose of two and a
half million pounds’ worth of Stale property,
but they shall not be allowed to change the
purpoese of o tuppenny-ha’penny reserve with-
out the sanetion of both Houser of Parlia-
ment.”'  The other aight it was found that
hefare the Minister for Works conld construet
a two mile siding at Geraldton, in connection
with the earrying out of harbour works there,
he must bring down a Bill to get the consent
of this Honse and-another place for the build-
ing of the siling. 1 do not wish to reflect
upon anybody, but it is possible that a Min-
ister who has decided to go out of office, a
Minister in the position of the Minister for
Railways to-day, having decided to retire from
publie life altogether, might in the last few
weeks of his politieal and Parliamentary life
dispose of A State trading concern.

Mr. Money: Tt wonld be done by Cabinet,

Hon, P. COLLIER: We know that Minis-
ters influence Cabinet, especially as regards
the departments which they eontrol. Tf this
Bill is carried, it would be possible for the
Minister within a few weeks of bhis retirement
from public life to dispose of half-a-million
pounds’ worth of public property. Such a
prineiple ja wrong. Were I a Minister, T
should refuse to ex:reise that power without
the consent of Parliament. If this amending
Rill were earried a hundred times, and I were
in a position to sell sawmills or freezing works
or State ships, I should ahsolutely decline to
exercise that power without thc consent of
Parliament. T would decline for the protec-
tion of myself and my own reputation. We
know how easily insinuztions and reflections
are made when Ministers take action, particu-
larly during recess. T refer again to the mat-
ter of the Lake Clifton railway, because it jg
very pertinent. Things have a habit of hap-
pening in recess, things which do not meet
with the approval of Parliament. Such things
do not occur when the House is sitting. The
Lake Clifton railway job is the most diseredit-
ahle job in the political history of this State.

Mr. Teesdale: Ton’t vou think the word
‘“job’? implies that somebody got something
out of it?

Hon. P, COLLTER: WNo. T do not put it
in that way. But it was a job done behind
the hack of Parliament, anl those responsible
for it knew it was a job, beranse they hushed
il up for nearly two years, If this amending
Bill were ecarried, we might have similar
things done. Tn January—these things al-
ways spring np in January—negotiations are
openeil up, and the whole business is eompleted
hefore Parlimment knmows anything about it.
Parliament may not hear of it for 12 months,
or two years. We see what is the result of the
Iake Clifton railway job. The works at Take
Clifton are ahandoned, and the railway is use-
less. The State iz saddled with a railway
which cost £66,000, and on that sum Western
Australia will have to pay ioterest for all
time. The purchase was completed behind the
haek of Parliament. That i3 the point. The
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Parliznrent of the day would never have
agreed to the purchase of the Lake Clifton
railway. Iowever, the whele thing was done
before Parliament knew anything about it.
It had bean completed for mearly two years
before Parliament had any knowledge of it
Bimilar easea wnuy arise if this amending Bill
i3 carried. Some of these State trading com-
cerns, worth hundreds of thousands of pounds,
may be gold without Parliament knowing any-
thing ahont the matter. There is no remedy
when the contract has been signed, sealed, and
delivered. The only thing the Government
have to fear in such a case is the displeasure
of thase who support them. We know that in
the existing condition of party politicy that
igpleasure never makes itself felt effectively.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

On motion by Mr, J. Thomson, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message received from the Couneil potifying
that it had agreed to the Assembly’s modifica-
tion of Council’s amendment No. 5.

BILL—-YARRAMONY-NEWCARNI1E
RAILWAY.

In Committce.

Resumed from 6th December.

My, Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill

Clausc 2—Authority to construet (partly
considered) :

The CHATIRMAN: Mr. Collier has moved
to strike out ‘‘Newecarnie’’ with a view to in-
serting another word.

The PREMIER: When we adjourned the
other night we were on the question of the
length of the line, T pointed ovt that to
Merredin the distance was 98 miles, whereas
to Newecarnie it was 9615 miles. The dis-
tances I then gave were net correct, T have
since diseussed the matter with the Commis-
sioner of Railways, who does not ohject to
Newearnic; and with the Engineer-in-Chief,
who told me the distance between Yarramony
and Merredin ia 85 miles in a straight line, or
31% miles longer than the line to Newearnie.
He does not know what the surveyed mileage
would be.

Hon. P. Collier: Then the mileage given
in the Bill iz not correct?

The PREMIER: No, for it shows a differ-
ence of only 114 milea. However, the Engineer-
in-Chief would like to further examine the
country between Yarramony and Merredin,
first to check the dirtance, and secondly to
see if he ean get a suvitable grade. Therefore
I propose to ask the Committee to agree to

the Premier in
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the railway up to the 8G-mile post. Then, next
gession, the llouse will be given an opportunity
to congider the question of terminus. The Jine
will not have reached the elbow before that
time. It is a question of costs. We shall
have to alter the title of the Bill to read
¢ Yarramony Eastward.’”” T want to strike
out ‘'to Newcarnie’’ from this clause, but not
with a view to inseriing another word.

The CHALRMAN :
read.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no objeetion to
withdrawing my amendment so as to allow the
Premier to move his. When I submitied my
amendment the other night I ineurred the dis-
pleasure of the Minister for Works., [ thea
felt that it was felt in some quarters that the
Opposition hal no right to question the wis-
doin of the Government in submitting the Bill.
Now the stotement of the Premicr shows that
my action was not only justified Lut, probably,
gaved the House from agreeing that the rail.
way shoukld junetion at a point that ultimately
may Le found to be not the hest. Of course
eventually the Engineer-in-Chief may deter-
mine that Newcarnie is the best point. Bfill,
the Premier has informed us that the Engin-
eer-in-Chicf is not sure whether the difference
in distance would not be greater than three
miles, and is not sure whether he can get a
direct run to Merredin and that, in conse-
quence, the Engineer-in-Chief desires to look
over the country again. All this goes to jus-
tify my remarks Jast week and would seem to
indjeate that the responmsible officers perform
their work in a very slipshod way.

The Premier: I de not think that iz right.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am speaking of faets.
Last year the Engineer-in-Chief believed the
line should junction at Merredin. But ap-
parently he arrived at that conclusion on in-
sufficient information, for he now desires to
further examine the couniry to see if he can
get a straight ron to Merredin. Surely his
investigations should have been more tho-
roughly made! Although last year he recom-
mended a junetion at Merredin, and this year
he recommrends a junetion at Newcarnie, he is
not yet satisfied as to where the line should
junction, It makes one wonder whether, in the
past, we have not committed ourselves to rail-
ways and other public works on recommenda-
tions by responsible officers that were made on
insuffieient examinations. Certainly the line can-
not. be started before the next Parliament has
an opportunity to deeide the point of junction.
In order to afford the rcsponsihle officers a
third oprortunity to determine the best route,
T will withdraw my amendment and allow the
Premier to move his.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The PREMIER: I move an amendment—
That in line 2 *‘to Newcarnie'’ be struck

out.

Amendment put and pasged.

The CHAIRMAXN: The clause does not now
make sense.

The clause will not then

LASSEMBLY. |

The PREMIER: I move an amendment—

Thet n Ve 2, after “*¥arramony,”’ the
word ** castward "’ be inzerted.

Amcndment put and parsed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

('lause 3—Deviation:

Hon, P, COLLIER: The usual deviation
granted in such Billa is three miles. When we
are asked to grant awthority to deviate five
miles, it is prima facie evidence that the route
has not been thoroughly examimcd, more par-
tienlnrly when it is in comparatively level
country such as will be traversed by this line, If
& eareful and permanent survev has been
maie, those responsible should be in a posi-
tion to say more definitely than is indicated
that they (desire to vary the route to the ex-
tent of five miles, The only thing, I suppose,
that would justify a variation would be the
matter of grade,

Clawse put and passed,
Clauses 4 to S—apreed to.
Behedule:

On motion Ly the Premier, the title of the
schedule altered from ‘¢ Yarramony-New-
carnie’’ to ** Yarramony Eastward.'’

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: I suggest that these
words Le struck out: ‘‘thence in a general
easterly direction for about 8 miles; thence
in a gencral north-easterly direction for about
11 miles and terminating at a point in or near
Newcarnie station yard on the Dowerin-Merre-
diu railway.”’ This would leave 7713% miles, and
as the line would be only 19 miles from the
other, no hardship would follow, If you
have only 19 miles between two railways,
there will not be a big distanee to eart. It
nill jeave eight miles on one side and 11 om
the other. There will be u little longer dis-
tance to work on if the line goes into Mer-
redin. At prerent there iz a distance of only
11 miles on which to work.

The PREMIER: It is uot necessary to do
as the hon. member suggests. What I pro-
pose to do will cover the position. I move
ar amendment—

That the following words be struck out:
‘‘thence in a general north-casterly dirce-
ton for about 11 miles and terminating at
a point in or near Newcarnie siation yard
on  the Dowerin-Merredin railway’’ and
‘““and there terminated'’ be added.
Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There must be some
reference jn the schedule te the plans.

The PREMIER: Not necessarily.
an amendment—

That in the last line of the scheduld
406157 be strucl oul and ‘851477 be in-
serted in Hirw.

Amendment pnt and passed, the sehedule,
as amended, agreed to.

Title—eonsequentially amended.
Bil! reported with amendments and an
amendment to the Title.

I move
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BILL—BROUKTON.DALE RIVER
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate from the previous sitting.

Question put apd passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
'lauge 3—Deviation:
Mr, HICKMOTT: I move an amendment—

That in line { the word ‘' five'’ be struck
ant with a view to ingerling another word.

This deviation is altogether too hig.

Mr. Latham: Vf the line has not been sur-
veyed, the TPremier might give an undertak-
ing that he will adhere as nearly as possible
to the route marked on the plan.

The PREMIER: A deviation is made only
with the objeet of improving the grade.

Mr. Latham: Sometimes! The 10-mile
deviations cauvse a lot of trouble,

The PREMIER: The country offers many
difficulties, but the route of the line will be
adhered to as nearly as possible.

Amendment put and negatived,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4 to 8—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without wmendment, and the
report adopied.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMEXNDMENT.
Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the 5th Deeember.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUTURE
(Hon. H. K. Maley—Greenongh—in reply)
[8.5]: Since the debate was adjourned mem-
bers on hoth sides of the House representing
pastoral constituencies, outside the South-
West division, met the Premier and me in an
endeavour to so amend the Bill as to remedy
certain eonditions, appertaining to the fene-
ing of water eonrses, and water supplies, and
other matters.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
vourses are not feneed,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: 1
have often pointed that out. It bas been
thought desirable now to take a shorter cuot
by arranging a basis of rating that will en-
able the money to be collected easily and
cheaply, This system will maintain the rate
imposed under the 1918 Aect, which will still
be applie? for eertain purposes to the
rest of the State ountside the South-
West, with the exception of the provisien
that T shall move in Committee, TUnder

Toder the Act, water
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this proviso, through the instrumentality of
the Lands Department, a rate con be levied on

. the ratio of pound for pound, both in regard

to the eoat of administration, and the claims
for dingoes destroyed. This will achieve more
directly and by less cumliersome methods the
ubjeets desired in vermin destruction. A prin-
ciple of local Government iz involved. Many
of the vermin boards in the north are far re-
moved from departmental supervision and
control, By imposing a mazinum rate of one
penny in the pound on the unimproved value
of pastoral lease holdings, as assessed under
the Land and Taceme Tax Assessment Act,
1907, we shall obtain & revenue of approxi-
mgtely £12,000. The total amount paid by
way of bonuses in the pastoral areas last year
was £2,500. Although we anticipate getting
in a greater amount of money so that bigger
efforta may bhe made for the destruction of

-vermino, prompted by the payment of better

honuses, it will apparently not he mecessary
to rate at anylthing like the maximuam value,
particularly ag regarde the destruction of
dingoes. Tt is not proposed to interfere with
the Amendment Aet of 1915 as applied to the
Gasvoyne Vermin Board. The Government
will still hold power to rate, in addition to
this rate, for thc payment of interest and
sinking fund for the production of loans for
fences already erected, or for fences which
in the wisdom of the Government it may be
deemed necessary to erect in the Future. The
provisions of the 1918 Act as applied to the
rest of the State, will also proteet ns. After
several conferences with the members to whom
T have referred on the subject of making a
sustained effort to destroy dingoes, the amend-
ment I shall move in Committee is put for-
ward to meet the situation. T think it will be
neceptable to those who waited on the Pre-
mier and me.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Mr. Munsie in the Chair; the Minister for
Apgriculture in charge of the BHI.

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.
New clause:

The MINISTER FOR AGRIC'ULTURE: I
move an amendment—

That the following new clause be added:
—Clauge 7T—The Minister o supersede
Boards czeept in the South-West division
of the State. (1.) This gection shall come
tnto force on a date to be fized by proclama-
tion. (2.) In all partz of the State, except
the south-west division, the Minister for
Aigricv’ture shall be deemed to constitute and
be the board of each district; and for that
purpose shall, in respect of each district,
be a corporation sole, with perpetual succes-
sion and a common seal, under the name of
the board of such district, and by such name
may hold real and personal property and
sue and be sued; and in such parts of the
State all the powers, authoriliez, immuni-
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ties, vights, privileges, ohligations, und
duties vested in boards under the principal
Act or the I"ermin Board Act, 1909, and ir
the Minister for Lands and dgricullure as
set out by the Vermin Boards Aci Amend-
ment Act, 1915, shail, for the purposes of
this section, be veated in and imposed on the
Mivigter for Agriculiure in such corpovate
capacity. (3.) The members of the boards
erigting in afl parts of the Stafe, except the
South-est division, shall, on thia section
roming into operation, go out of office, and
all  property reel and personal of such
boards, and of the Minister for Lauds
and  dAgrieulture  under the TVermin
Boards Act Amendment Act, 1915, in-
c'uding ratez due and payable, shall
vest in the Minister for Agriewlture in
such corporate capaecity. (4. In all
parta of the State, except the South-West
divigior, a rate not exceeding oune penny in
the pound om the unimproved value of oll
pagtoral leases as assessed under the Land
and Income Taz Assessment Act, 1907, shall
be payable in every year to the Minister for
Agriculture, in hiz corporote capacity s
aforesaid, by the owner of every pastoral
lease within <ach distriet. The amount of
the rate for each year shall. in respect of
rach district, be fixred by the Minister by
notice in the “‘Gazetle,”” and shall there-
upon become due and payable; and the pro-
vigions of the principal Act relating to the
application of the funds of a board shall
apply to such annual rate: Provided thot
such annual rate shall (without prejudice
to other remedics) be payable by every pas-
toral lesgee to the Department of Lands
and Surveys, together with the rent payahie
by him under his pastoral lease, and by haif-
yearly instalments as provided by the Lund
Act, 1898; ond in default of payment of
such rates in the manner aforesaid, the same
eonsequenees shall ensue as in the cuse of
failuve of a lessee in payment of rent rc-
served by his lease, which shall be lialble to
forfeiture accordingly as if such rate were
rent regerved by the lease.  (5) Nothing
herein contained shall affect the ezercise
by the Minigter for Agriculture, in his cor-
porate capacity az aforesaid, of the powers
relating to rating and the recovery of rates
conferred on boards by Part . of the prin-
cipal Act, the rating provisions of thia sec-
tiop being in addition thereto; but no rate
ghall be levied under section fifiy-nine of
ke principal Aet otherwise than for the
purpose of defraying the cost of the erce-
tion, maointenance, and reucwal of fenecs,
and the payment of the interest and sinking
fund of loana already or kereafter fo be
rassed. (6.} The provisions of the princi-
pal det relating to the fearing of water
supplies op holdings shall cease to be in
foree in thosr parta of 1he State to which
this section applies. (7.} In thiz section
*the sonth-west divigion’® means the Sonth-
West Divicion of the State wader the Land
Act, 1898,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. UNDERWOOD: [ am prepared to
vote for the proposed new clause, provided an
addition is made, Tbe elanse will impose a
tax, but we should state in the Bill what is
to be done with the momey 8o raised. I un-
derstood that the Government were to grant
a subsidy and pay a fixed amount for dingoe
scalps. The mere imposition of the tax will
not carry us muech further. It does not say
how the Government will expend the money,
or what the subaidy will be.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURIS:
Whea T introduced the Bill T gave a definite
assuranee that the subsidy of I0s. would be
provided by way of a (overnment reward,
aml by way of regulations the vermin boards
would he compelled to pay 2 further 10s.,
making up the totul to what we propose now.
The hon. member will realise that the point
he raises is covered by way of regulations, and
is not included in the Act. The hon. member
should accept my assarance that the cost of
administration and the necessary reward for
scalps will be taken into consideration and the
proportions fixed, so that we sball know what
the contributions of the taxpayers will be.
The Government will be prepared to make
provision on a pound for pound hasis, or on
a 10s. for 10s. basis, as may be desired.

Paint of Order.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: On a point of order.
The proposed new elause is outside the Order
of Leave which was for a Bill to amend the
Vermin Aect. The clause containg a provision
to amend the Land Act, and reads as fol-
Jows:—

Provided that such annual rate shall
{without prejudice to other remedies) be
payable by every pastoral lessee to the De-
partment of Tands and Surveys, together
with the rent payable by him under his
pastoral lease, and by half-yearly instal
ments as provided by the Land Act 1898
and in default of payment of such rates in
the manner aforesaid, the same conse-
quences shall ensue as in the ease of failure
of a lessee in payment of rent reserved by
his lease, which shall be liable to forfeiture
aecordingly as if such rate were rent re-
served by the lease.

Provision is thns made for an amendment to
the Land Act, enabling forfeiture of a lease
to be made shovld the rates not be paid.

Mr, Teesdale: Tt is a pity if we canpot
make them pay. Yon know what has hap-
pened already.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That is another point
altogether. This is a new departure.

The Minister for Apgriculture: Already a
similar provision has been made in the Muni-
cipal Corporations Aet, and in the Road Dis-
tricts Aet, in both of which there are certain
clauses regarding the payment of rates, which
must run with the land. The circumstances
concerning the proposed elause in the Bill
and the Acts T have mentioned are analogous.
Rents muost run with the land, Tt is mot in
contravention of the Orvder of Leave that the
amendment is made.



{11 DecEMBER, 1821.]

Mr. Corboy: Such provisions in the Acts
mentioned do not make this right.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
alreadr established the precedent, and the
peint shonld not he raised now. The ordinary
rating powers appear in the Vermin Aet of
1918, and alse in the Land Aect, and they set
out that the rates shall run with the )and.
That is all that is done in the proposed new
clauge. If no special provision is made for
giving security for the payment of the rates,
the position will be intolerable, for people will
not pay up unless therc is some penalty clause,
and the proviso furnishes that penalty.

Hon. T. Walker: The Minister’s contention
is secareely aceurate, The amendment i not
all fours with the provisions in the Road Dis-
triets.Aet, or the Municipal Corporations Act.

The Ainigter for Agriculture: All rates run
with the land.

Hon. T. Walker: In this ingtance there is
& Aistinet amendment. In the ordinary way
the Government could proceed against de-
faulters by way of distress. The clavse gives
the power of forfeiture which is vested in the
Lands Department, which is not the depart-
ment controlling vermin boards. The pro-
posed amendment is a drastic departure and
the Committee has no power to amend the
Land Aet in the way proposed. In thus giv-
ing power to the Minister for L.ands to amend
the Land Act, the elanse proceeds beyond the
scope of the Order of Leave, The wisdom of
having means of covering rates from de-
faulters is not the queation.

Mr. Money: At the present time lessces
have their eontraets with the Government, and
provigion is made in the Aet regarding for-
feiture. Many documentary titles may be
mortgaged, and if the amendment be agreed
to, it will interfere with the rights of a third
party without notice.

Hon. T. Walker: That constitutes the grav-
ity of the amendment.

Mr. Money: The Minister would be gquite
safe, however, if he deleted all the words
after “1918’’ in line & of the proviso. That
would leave the Minister with his ordinary
rights to recover unpaid rates by way of dis-
tress.

Hon. T. Waiker: That would not get over
the difficulty. The administration of the
Vermin Act is vested in the Minister for
Agrienlture, and the clanse shifts the respon-
sibility for the coliection of rates to the Min-
ister for Lands.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Minis-
ter for Lands wonld merely be the rent col-
lector for the Minister for Agriculture.

Hon. T. Walker: The faet remains that the
clause ig out of order, and beyond the scope
of the Order of Leave.

The Premier: I do not know that there will
be the slightest objection raised by lessees,
for this will be a convenience to the lessces,
who will be able to pay to the Lands Depart-
ment.

Hon. T. Walker: It is not a matter of con-
venience, but a question of the clause not
being within the Order of Leave.
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Hon. W. (", Angwin: We contend you can-
not amend the Land Act under the Bill to
amend the Vermin Act.

The Premier: The clause merely says that
the Lands Department can issue the notices
for the eollection of rates, and so forth. As
a matter of fact, the accouuts for both the
Agricultural Department and the Lands De-
partment are dealt with in the one office now.
Tt will be a convenience to have the rent eol-
lected in this way. I do not know that any
apecial power is required to enable us to col-
lect it in this way.

Hon. T. Walker: You have no right to
amerd one Aet by another without the order
of leave giving permission.

The Premier: The Minister will be the
hoard, and will have to ame. The snggestion
of the member for Bunhury should meet all
requirements.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I am not discussing
the method of collection or the matter of con-
venience. I contend that this subelause
amends the Land Aet, and that that is out-
side the Order of Leave which is to amend
the Vermin Act.

The Minister for Agriculture: In order to
gave time I agk the hon. member to aceept
the new clause. I ghall have the matter in-
quired inte and then, if necessary, an amend-
ment ¢an be made in another place.

Hon. W, C, Apgwin: The Chairman must
rule on the point I have raised.

The Chairman: Subseetion 7 of Section 46
of the Constitution Aet Amendment Act,
1921, is fatal to Sobelause 4 of the proposed
new clanse. The subclause is providing for
taxation, and Subsection 7 reads—

Billa imposing taxation shall deal only
with the imposition of taxation, and any
provigion therein dealing with any other
matter shall be of no effect.

If the hon. member desires a ruling I shall
give it, but T would adrise the Minister to
report progress and have the matter inquired
into.

The Minister for Agrieulture: The taxation
iz alrendy fixed by the Acts of 1908, 1913,
and 1918. There is no imposition of tax-
ation under this Bill. This measure ~lters
only the incidence of the taxation. Surely
that is not an infringement of the Constitu-
tion Act.

The Chairman: T am prepared to give a
ruling if the Committee desire it. T uphold
the contention of the member for North-Fast
Fremantle.

Progress reported.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s amendment.

Order of the Day read for the considera-
tion of the Council’s message No. 25 showing
an amendmeant made by the Couneil in the
Stamp Aet Amendment Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: My attention has been
drawn to the nature of this message by which
the concurrence of this House is requested in
an amendment made by the Couneil in the
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Stamp Act Amendment Bill. The Bill in
question is undoubtedly one imposing taxa-
tion, a8 it extends the period during which a
certain duty is imposed from January, 1924,
to January, 1925, The Bill, therefore, under
the Constitution Aet Amendment Aet, 1921,
may not be amended by the Legitlative Coun-
¢il, although this llouse may be requested to
muke amendments. 1 suggest that o motion
be made for a svitable message returning
Message No. 25 for reconsideration.

The PREMIER: 1 centively agree with you,
Mr. Speaker, I am gure the message is a mis-
take on the part of the Couneil. [ move—

That the following message be trans-
mitted to the Cowncil: ‘' The Legislative
Agsembly requests the reconsideration by
the Legislative Council of ils mcssage No.
5 returned herewith, masmuch as the Bill
for an Aect to amend the Stamp Act, 1921,
referred 1o in the suid message, being one
by which taration is imposed, may not,
under the Constitution Act Amendment
Act, 1921, be amended by the Legislative
Council,’’

Question put and passed.

BILL—IXSPECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of three amendments made by the
Couneil now considered.

In Commiltce.

Mr. Munsie in the Chair; Mr. A. A, Wilson
in eharge of the Bili.

No. 1. Clause 2.- Tnsert after the word
fame’’ in line 4 the words ‘*or between that
age and fifty.”’

No. 2, After the word Nt in line 5
add the following: ‘*unless he (a) has served
the Empire in any war, or () is physically
incapable of undertaking more exacting or
more laborions work. Provided that no per-
son so employed shall be paid less than the
minimom wage prescribed for adult la-
bourers.”’

No. 3. Strike out the seeond proviso.

On motion by Mr., Wilson, the foregoing
amendments were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
C'onneil.

BILL—REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.
Order discharged.

Order of the Day read for the counsidera-
tion of the Bill ip Committee (Progress,
Clause 6).

The PREMIER: I move—

That the order be discharged from ihe
Notice Paper.

{ASSEMELY. |

Mr. Marshall: Uood-hye, little girl, good-
hye.

Question put and passed.

SELECT COMMITTEE-—GOVERNMENT
INSTITUTIOXS, MEAT CONTRACTS.

To adupl Report.
MeCALLUM (South
1 move—

Mr.
|8.45]):
Thut in the vpinion of this Houwse the s
commendations of the sclect committee
should e adopted, and that George Cordin,
truding either ag the Cleremont Meat Com-
pany or uwinder any other title, should not
Le permitted to tender for further Govern-
ment coniracls, and that the employces re-
spoasible for receiving frozem meat at Gou-
crament ingtitutions shonld be suitably pun-
ighed,

This watter was discussed on the Estimates,
and 1 am indeed surprised to find that right up
to to-day no improvement has been cffected
in the ingpection of meat supplied to Gosv-
erpinent institutions at Claremont, but that
the same conditions still apply.

The Colonial Secretary: There is no frozen
meat now.

Mr. M¢CALLUM: There is no improve-
ment in the inspection. Very little if any
notice has been taken of th¢ seleet commit-
tee’s recommendations.

The Premier: You are wrong,

Mr. McCALLUM: The select cowmmittee
recommended a definite system of inspee-
ton. There has Leen no impicvement in that
regard,

The Premier: Have you been down to Clare-
mont to see!

Mr. MeCALLUM: 1 know that to be the
case. The inspections recomwmended Ly the
select committee can be made without any cost
to the Government,

The Colanial Sceretary: That is not so.

Mr. McCALLUM: Yes.

The Premier: It will have to be made,
anyhow.

Mr. MeCALLUM: There is an ingpector
of the Health Department resident in Clare-
mont, and we are advised that he can inspeet
the meat each morning without interference
with his present dutics.

Mr. Mann: TIs not the meat mspected at
the abattoira?

Mr. M¢CALLUM: But no one knows
where the meat is going when it leaves the
abattoirs,

Mr. Mann: The staff ought to know the
quality of meat required by the contract.

Mr. MeCALLTUM: It was shown conclu-
gively during the seleet committee’s inquiry
that some of the staff did not know thawed
frozen meat from meat that had heen in a
cooling chamber. Mr. Rust is 2 ease in point.
Here in Perth there is a system of inspecting
meat before it goes to the hospitals or to
Wooroloo,. The meat for the Claremont in-
atitutions leaves the contractor’s premises for

Fremuntle)
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delivery to the institutions, It should be in-
gpected when it is being loaded by the con-
tractor to go out. At the institutions there
could he a second inspection, if necessary.
That would be a double cheek. Such a gys-
tem would be fairer than the present one to
those who are trading. T have been adviged
that the contractor who has been supplying
frozen meat to the Claremont institutions is
the lowest tenderer for the next quarter.
Opposition member: He will get the eon-

tract.
The Premicr: No.
Mr., MeCALLUM: I want to make sure

he will not get any more contracts. I have
been informed that he has not secured the
present contract, although he was the lowest
tenderer.,

The Colonial Secretary:
with your approval,

Mr. MeCALLUM: But he was only stopped
after T intervened.

The Colonial Secretary: No.

Mr. McCATLUM: Why was that man
ever permitted to tender againt

The Colonial Secretary: The Tender Board
would never have accepted his tender.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The man’s tender went
on to the Treasury with a recommendation
from the Tender Board as being the lowest
tender.

The Colonial Secretary: The tender was
never appreved by the Minister concerned.

Mr. McCALLUM: XNo, becanse I drew the
Treasury’s attention to what was happening.
Had T uot been apprised of what was hap-
pening, the possibilities are that this man
would have been the successful tenderer for
supplies during the coming three months.

The Premier: No.

Mr. MecCALLUM: We know how these
things go through when they are mnot chal-
lenged. What has the Colonial Secretary done
since this matter was discussed on the Esti-
mates? Why has he not apprised the Tender
Board that this man nwst not be permitted
to tender again?

The Colonial Setretary:
been fully diseussed.

Mr. MecCALLUM: And no action has heen
taken,

The Colonial Secretary:
been taken.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Oniy ginee T got in
touch with the Treasury. Fortunately, 1
found ont what was going on, and drew the
Treasury’s attention te it. Months have
elapsed since the select committee reported.
We on this gide were told that we were pre-
cipitate in bringing the matter forward on the
Estimates. 8ince then wesks have gone by,
and the Minister has never even adviged the
Tender Board that this contractor mnst he
strock off the tender list.

“The Colonial Secretary: You do not know
what you are saying.

Mr. McCATLUM: I know that to be the
truth, and T challenge the Minister to deny
it.

Surely that meets

The matter has

Yes, action has
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The Colopial Seeretary: The man’s ten-
der was the Iowest, but that does not mean
that it would be aceepted.

Mr. McCALLUM: In view of the ex-
postres, as to defrauding the State and rob-
bing the public, why wag this man still per-
mitted to tender for Government supplies?

The Colonial Seeretary: The tender would
never have been accepted.

The Premier: Not even if the hon., mem-
ber had not made representations,

Mr, MeCALLUM: It is easy to say that
after the event. But the Colonial Secretary
should have acted after the discussion on
the Egtimates, if he did not act immediately
upan the presentation of the seleet commit-
tee’s report.

Hon. P. Collier: You overlook the fact
that the Minister has been engaged in a
strenous ¢combat with an executive recently.

Mr, MecCALLUM: If the whole business
of the country is to be hung up while &
wrangle goes on between certain Ministers
and their executive, it would be well to call
in arbitrators to settle the dispute.

Hon., P, Collier: T am prepared to act as
arbitrator.

Mr., MeCALLUM: 1 know that the con-
tractor in question is now not trading under
kis own name, but under that of the Clare-

. mont Mezt Company. I trust that sufficient

vigilance will be exercised to ensure that,
neither under his own name nor any other
designation, will this man ever again be
permitted to secure a2 Government contract.

Mr. Latham: For how long?

Hon. P, Collier: For life, or at least for
21 years,

Mr. McCALLUM: The department know
full well that this is not the man’s first
offence, The letters produced to the select
committee show that in the case of both the
State and the Commonwealth he had previ-
ously offended. The letters show that he
bad previously been warned regarding his
supplies. And gtill no aetion has been taken
np to this day. I want a declaration by
this House that the man shall not be per-
mifted to tender again,

The Premier: Nor any of his employees
who helped him in the swindle.

Mr. McCALLUM: Are they to lose their
jobe? I have included in the motion a de-
mand that the Government officers respon-
gible should not escape punishment, althcugh
the responsibility to see that the conmtract
was carried out did not le entirely with
them.

Mr, Mann: Was there guilty knowledge?

Mr. MeCALLUM : The butcher at the
asylum and the cook at the 014 Men’s
Home said they knew the terms of the con-
tract, and they were responsible for receiv-
ing the meat. The authotities at the Train-
ing College protested right through, but
their protests were without effect.

Mr. Mann: Did the other two officials
know the difference hetween fresh meat and
frozen?

Mr. MeCALLUM : Yes, and they even
doubted the knowledge of men posaesging
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much wider experience than theirs. I have
an idea what was going on behind the
scenes. Al the persons responsible may
regard themeelves as fortunate that they
are getting off with a mere declaration that
they will not be permitted to tender for
Government supplies in future. They have
not given the State a fair crack of the
whip, Look what this sort of thing means
to other tenderers. What chance has an
houest trader of submitting u price against
such a persou as this contractor. If proper
inspection of meat for Government institu-
tions can be made in the ecity, there is no
reason why it should not be made in Clare-
mont also. As 1 have said, au expert of tbe
Health Department resides in (llaremont,
and half an hour of his time each morning
would suffice to sec that supplics to the
Claremont institutions are in accordance
with terms of contract and np to standard.
I am eurprised to find that after all these
" weeks the Minister has to confess he has
done nothing.

The Colonial Secretary: I confess nothing
of the sort. Sit down, and I will tell you what
has been done.

The Premier: This man is on the black list

Mr, MeCALLUM: Nothing was done until
the Tender Board recommended this man's
tender for the new quarter’s supplies,

The Colonial Secrctary: No approval has
becn giver to the tender.

Mr. McCALLUM: The approval was with-
held only when I intervened. I do not know
what would have happened had I not inter-
vened,

The Premier:
been accepted.

Mr. MecCALLUM: I do not know that, but
I do koow that the Tender Board recom-
mended the acceptance of the tender,

The Premier: That is so. )

Mr. MeCALLUM: If the Colonial Secretary
had earried out his job, he would have advised
the Tender Board not to receive a tender from
this man. 1 shall be glad to learn from the
Colonial Secretary if he has done anything.
I do not know that he has done a thing since
the question was previously discussed here.
We shonld insist upon proper inspection of
the meat. If no improvement be made in the
inspection, men like that one we were able
to expose can secure the contract and the
same pogition may crop up again. I hope the
Hopuse will agree to the motion, and that the
Minister will undertake that it will be given
effect to.

The tender would not have

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY (Hon. R.
8. Sampaon—Swan)} {9.2]: The hon. member
i3 very anxious to prove that nothing has been
done, and that because this man’s tender
came forward as the lowest tender, ipso facto
it was to be accepted. 1t would not have
been accepted, because it was definitely de-
cided that, if possible, we should prevent this
man from tendering, and should alse in7ict
a fine on him. However, it is not possible
to fine bim. The Government stand solidly for

[ASSEMLLY.

the protection of inmates in institutions, and
no effort has heen spared to suitably punish
the guilty., This man’s tender will not be
accepted for Government supplies.

Hon. P. Collier: Has the question of prose-
cution been considered?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Evidently
there is no case. 1 regret the evideuce before
the select committee was not a little more
convincing, for that added to the difficulties
of my position. However, I need not go any
further into that, for I discussed it fully on
a previous occasion. Thia butcher’s tender
will not by accepted, and he will not he per-
mitted to supply. The officers who received
the trozen meat will be puaished, That is
being considered now. But the position is
very intricate, for they are not all under the
Public Service Act, and it would be unfair
to treat one differently from another. If it
be found competent to deal with them as we
wigh to do, they will be discharged. If it
had happened in a private concern, the matter
could easily have been cleaned up. However,
there has been no neglect; I do not know
what the hon. member's object i8 in eontinuing
the suggestion, It is questionable whether it
is competent for us to do more than has been
done. 1If it were possible I shonld feel justi-
fied in going to practically any length in
dealing with the offenders. The matter bas
been dealt with thoroughly and properly.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [98]: I
thought the Colonial Secretary would have
given gome reply to the statements made by
the member for South Fremantle (Mr. Me-
Callam). The contractor in question tendered
for 1ihis quarter’s supplies, and his tender
wag sent along by the board as the succeasful
tender.

The Premier: No, as the lowest tender.

Mr. HUGHES: And, of course, successful
tender in the ordinary course; indeed it was
recommended by the board for acceptance.
The Colonial Secretary assures us that every-
thing has been done. I do not know that we
are entitled Lo take that assurance, in face
of his lack of explanation. The Colonial See-
retary has treated this matter too flippantly
from the start.

The Colonial Secretary: Ob, nongense!
Where is the flippancy? Deon’t you nnderstand
language.

Mr. HUGHES: Well, disregard of his re-
sponsibilities, if he likes it that way. The
Colonial Secretary does not appear to have
a proper regard for his responsibilities. The
serions charge was put up by two members
on the floor of the House that frozen meat
was being supplied to the institutions,

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member rannot
go all over the question again.

Mr. HUGHES: XNo, but I am replying to
the Colonial Secrefary’s statement that every-
thing has been done. T do not think anything
has veen done. After the events that led to
the appointment of the select committee, one
would have thought the moment the report
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was avgilable the Minister would have gome
into it and notified the tender board that this
vontractor was on the black list. If the Min-
ister showed the regard he professes for the
inmates of institutions

The Colonial Secretary: I do not profess
any regard for you.

My, HUGHES: I do not want the Minis-
ter’s regard.

Mr. SPEAEKER: The question is that a
cortain person should not be allowed to tender
for Goveroment contracts.

Mr. HUGHES: I am replying to the Min-
ister, who said everything had been done. We
find that nothing has been done. The Tender
Board should have been mnotified that this
man was not allowed to tender.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Tender Board has
nothing to do with the gquestion.

Mr, HUGHES: I think it has. The Min-
ister hag failed to anewer the muember for
Soutk Fremantle,

AMr. SPEAKER: The member for South
Fremanfle has moved a motion desling, not
with the past, but with the future.

Mr. HUGHES: I regret that it should
have heen mnecessary for the hon. member to
move such u motion. T would have expected
the Colonial Sccretary to take action without
any direction from the House.

The Colonial Secretary: But you do not
understand.

Mr, HUGHES: 1In consequence of the
Colonial Secretary's lack of desire to take
the necessary action, the member for South
Fremantle has to police the tenders.

The Colonial Secretary: You should be
policed.
Mr. HUGHES: I might be peliced, but

the Colonial Secretary will be lucky if he is

not pole-axed before the executive has done.

with him. The member for South Fremantle
has to police the Minister’s own department,
to sce that what happened in the past shall
not happen in the future. And we get from
the Colonial Secretary the atatement that
everything has been done! Perhaps every-
thing he is capable of doing has been done,
but if he is not capable of doing more
than

The
motion?

Mr. HUGHES: If the Colonial Sccretary
is not capable of doing more than he has
done——

Mr. SPEAEER: The Minister is not under
discussion. The hon. member will discuss the
motion.

Mr, HUGHES: It is necessary that the
motion shall be carried and the House thus
issue a direetion to the Colonial Secreetary
as to what shall he demne, in order that we
may feel sure that it will be done. I hope
the House will agree to the motion.

Premier: Are you supporting the

The PREMIER (Hen. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam} [9.13]: It is usual that trans-
gressors of the sort under discussion be put
on the black list. That is dome by order of
Executive Council. It is true the Tender
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Board sent forward this contractor’s iender
aa being the lowest. However, the man has
now been put on the black list, and steps are
being taken to punish the officials who re-
ceived the frozen meat. All this cannot be
done in five minutes. Adviee has to be sought
of the Crown Law Department. We want to
do justice by the delinquents, to see that they
ghall not be wrongfuily punished. In other
words, we want to make the punishment fit
the erime. I can assure the hon. member that
that is being done. Whether or not the mo-
tion be carried, this contractor who did trans-
gress will not be allowed to tender again.
That is the vsual praetice, as the Leader of
the Opposition knows. The member for South
Fremantle (Mr. McCallum) was somewhat
hard in his criticism of the (olonial Secre-
tary. T can assure him that the necessary
steps have been taken.

Mr. McCallum: Only since 1 intervened.

The PREMIER: I am obliged to the hon.
member for calling attention to the matter
and doing what he did. He took the right
course, T have nothing to say against that.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.17]: One
is surprised at the hardibood of this indivi-
dual in again submitting tenders in the
light of what was revealed by the inguiry.
Certninly the man who bas the impudence
to tender for the supply of meat to the same
institution will require to he closely watehed
by the officers of the department in the
future to see that he does not sneak in again
by some door or other the kind of stufi that
he supplied bhefore. The man who, immedi-
ately after the disclosures that were re-
vegled by the selret eommittee, ean again
calmly submit a tender to the same ibatitu-
tion, is eapable of going to any length in
order to secure a Footing with the depart-
ment once more. I am only sorry that it
was not found possible to prosecute him,
I realise in a matter of this kind that there
would be some difficulty in obtaining a con-
vietion. T take it that the Minister asked
the Crown Law Department to advise him
on that matter, and I am only serry that a
person who would supply offal—bullocks’
heart and liver and that kind of stuff—to an
ingtitution sueh as the Hospital for the
Ingane for the purpese of making beef.tea
or gravy for the invalids, eould not be pun-
ished. An aspect raiged by the member for
South Fremantle (Mr, McCallum) was not
touched on by the Mintster in the course of
his reply. Possibly he overlooked it. I
refer to the question of the future ingpee-
tion of supplies for the institution. It is
quite possible that the persen who supplied
meat in the past may not be the only dis-
honest trader.

The Coloninl Secretary: It was an over-
sight on my part. 1 should have said that
a close ingpection will be made,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is necessary, of
course, that a strict inspection should be
made, I do not know why the officers of
the department should not act as inspectors,
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although many of them would not know
frozen meat from fresh meat.

The Premier: They eculd snon be tanght.

Hon. P. (COLLIER: Very sovon, I think.
The officials handling i1 should know. But
there amain the person:nl equation comes
into it, and we might be let down by some
ofiicer receiving meat that should not be
aevepted. [ trust that the Minister will gee
that the inspection of the meat is properly
varried out in the future, and that the in-
stitutions will be protected.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—LONG SERVICE LEAVE,

Debate resumed from 17th QOectober on
motion moved by Mr. Willvock, as follows: -

That in the opintew of this House the
fowg service leave conditions epp’ying to
the salevied staff of Goverument em-
ployees should also apply teo the wages

staff.

The PREMIER (Hop. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) [9.23]: This is a very old friend
indeed. It has come up several times be-
fore. In 1912 it was considered by the
Cabinet of the day, and because of the great
08t that would have been involved it was
not cntertained. In these days the cost
would have been less than ,to-day, because
wages were so much Jower. In that year
the Tequest waa rtefused, In 1913 41 was
again considered, and a similar reply sent
to the wunions concerned. The position is
the same to-day, 1 wounld like to sre every-
body having helidays. Of course there are
certain annpal holidays, hut the motien re-
fers to long service leave. The cost hay
always heen the tronhle, and always will he,
If the motion were agreed to, the expendi-
ture involved@ would be over £400,000.

Hon. P. Colkier: That would he spread
over a namber of years, hecanze it would not
be possible for all to take their holidavs at
the one time.

The PREMIER: 1 agree, but the annual
cost would be £50,000 at least. I am afraid,
therefore, that we cannot face the expense.
In the civil service we have iv addition to
annual lenve, long service leave, but n great
many civil servants do not enjoy that be.
canxe they caunot afford to take a holiday,
Tt would be fairer if the eivil service were
paid the extra amount represented by the
leave, and then if they wanted the leave
they should he allowed to take it without
pay. However, [ do not suppose any mem-
hers of the service would be ineclined to take
that view of the position. Tt i< all a2 matter
of cost. I1f we have £30,1011 te spend it
would be hetter to spend it in employing
lnbour rafher than in the direction of pay-
ing men for taking holidaxys T think the
motion should be withdrawn. When motions
of this description are placed on the Notice
Paper, naturally hon. members have no
mean= of aseertsining what amount of ex-
penditure would he involved.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Haon. T. Walker: Do you opjuse it on the
ground that there is no mopey with which
te do it?

The PREMIER: I oppose it on the ground
that the hon. member opposed it in 1912,
I will give the same answer that ths hon.
meriber gave, if he likes, I will real the
letter that appears on the file if he likes,

Hon. T. Walker: [ only wunted you to
ANKWer MY guestion,

The PREMIER: The objections twere
gimilar in 1912, and I oppose the motinn
to-right on the same grounid.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN (Nurth-East Fre-
moatle)y [9.2R]: The Premier opposes the
motion on the same ground on which it was
opposed in 1M12, pamely that of cost, Things
have decidedly changed since 1912; condi-
tions of employment, in connection with the
galaried staff, have altered considerably since
that time. In 1912 salaries were fixed by
Parliament; to-day they are fixeld by an Ap-
peal Board, or we might call it another Arbi-
tration Court. 8alaries have been consider-
ably increasel by that Appeal Board. In
1912 wages men had their wages fixed by the
Arbitration Court. Now the salaried staff
and the wages staff are on a more equal
footing than was the case in 1812. There is
no reason why a man who joins the salaried
staff should have greater privileges than a
man who joing the wages staff. To-day
memhers of the salaried staff have the same
conditions as to cost of living applied to them
a- is the ease with wages men, vonsequently
they are reaping greater advantages than they
did in 1912, Tt used to be said that the
salaricd men were earning less in eomparison
with those who were outside the scrvice, and
therefore were entitled to privileges which
the others Ail not get, hecause of the differ-
enve in their pay. They are not in that posi-
tion to-day. They now have an appeal hoard
to go to in the same way that the wages men
have an Arbitration Court to go to. I[f a
man has given long gervice in one department
anll ean get leave in conseguenve, another is
entitled to the same yprivilege if he works in
another department, Tf a man in the Public
Works Department can get long service leave,
another man in the Railwav Department
shovld alse get it.  That is only equitable,

The Premier: You could not do it in 1913,
and we cannot tlo it now.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIXN: [ admit that
finance is a bar te some extent, hnt that diffi-
cnlty eonld he overcome by arrangement.

The Premier: It eould not he overcome in
1913, when the pay was smaller,

Hon. W, (. ANGWTIN: The eonditions are
(lifferent. The wages staff of the railways
has not obtained inereases in the same pro-
portion as hos the salaried <taff.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon. W. ", ANGWIX: The I'remier has
freqrently referred to the larpe inrrenses in
salary corsequent upen the appenls to the
Appenl Board.

The Fremier:
increases.

T am glad there have been
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Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: I am not com-
plaining of the increases, but desire to show
they are more equitable. There are men in
the serviee who started on amall salaries in
the hope that when they reached old age they
would receive some consideration. If a man
retires from an office in the service he is ¢n-
titled to a pension if he joined it before 1905,
but, if le retires from the railway service,
he gets nothing.

The Premier: That is the Act of 1904,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: It is the Act of
1871 under which pensions were paid, but it
does not apply to wages men. Men have been
working in the Railway Department for 40
years in responsible positions, but are not en-
titled to the privileges accorded to those em-
ployed on the office staff. The Government
ghould see whether some arrangement cannot
be made for a certain proportion of the wagea
staff to be granted leave each year. There
is no occaston to make up back leave in one
year. Those wages men who have had long
services are entitled to the same consideration
as the salaried men.

Mr. HCGHES (East Perth) [9.35]: The
Premier says that it would cost £400,000 to
grant accomulated leave to wages men in the
railways, Tt would he imposaible to let all
the men go at once, for the service could not
be carried on under soch conditions. All the
winges men would not eome within the scope
of this motion, for some of them hgve not been
there longer thon 10 or 15 years.

The Premier: The 20 years’ men are mot
in it.

Mr. HUGHES: If the men were worked
off during the next 10 years it would cost
£40,000 a year, if we aceept the Premier’s
figures as correct. That is not an unreasonable
request to make to the Government. To one
section of the commmunity the Government are
giving concessions worth £217,000 a year in
cheap rnilway freights.

The Premier: We give the railway men on
holidays free fares.

Mr. HUGHES: I am not referring to that.
T want extended to another section of the
ecommnunity the same privileges that are ex!
tended to the other. Why should one section
of the euommunity have eertain privileges that
are denied to another?

The Premier: Tt is impossible to give equal
privileges all round.

Mr. HUGHES: It conld be done.

The Premier: The railway men earn their
free passes.

My, MeCallum: Men in breweries get free
heer.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! We are not dis-
cussing that question.

Ar. BUGHER: The Premier says this is
nat a practicable request. Tt does not follow
that Ptecause a man takes a three wmonths’
holiday another man will have to be put on
in his place. It can he so arranged that the
work is carried on without the employment
of additional Iabour.

1961

Hon. T. Walker: That is often done in the
service.

Mr. HUGHES: I have had a conference
with representatives of the loco. drivers and
the Traffic Branch of the railways. The loco.
men assured me that if this provision were
brought into operation, additional hands
would not have to be put on while men were on
leave. At a certain time of the year the ex-
isting staff would cover all the work, while
the men were away on holidays. In other
branches of the service similar arrangements
are made, and the unimportant work is al-
lowed to stand over until the officer vespon-
sible for it returns.

The Premier; The officers are all fully cceu-
pied, and I protest against that suggestion.

My, HUGHER: I was not suggesting that
the men did not work.

The Premijer: It sounded like that.

Mr. HUGHES: It is too near the ¢lections
for the Premier to make a suggestion of that
sort. When I was in the Public Service we
nged to think that if our Minister worked as
hard as we did things would be better in the
service,

The Premier: He muat have been an easy-
going Minister.

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier has put be-
fore the Houge the maximum cost. I take it
the Premier implies that for svery man whe
is given leave another would have to be put
on 1in. his place.

The Premier: I think so.
all the time.

Mr. HUGHES: Tt is the practice in the
service to allow officers to go on leave with-
out employing additional help. The same
thing could be applied to the railways. The
Premier has given a concession to agricul-
turists, wealthy and poor alike, worth over
£200,000 s year.

The Premier: In what way?

Mr. HUGHES: By allowing 25 per eent.
off the freight on super, and 50 per cent. off
the freight on wheat.

Mr. Harrison: That i3 only a buginess pro-
position, You double the retnrns to the rail-
ways with the freight eoming back.

Mr. BUGHES: 1t is a business proposition
to give men in the railways three months rest,
because they come hack to work with renewed
vigour.

The Premier: Don’t forget that firewood
is earried eheaply.

Mr. HUGHES: It we must{ give concessions
to the farming community, let themm be applied
to the poorer section. Why should a wages
man in the railways, earning £4 10s. a week,
he asked to work for wealthy farmers in re-
ceipt of large incomes? The wages men make
possible the transport of those things which
bring g0 much wealth to the farmers. The
Premier should review the position, and cut
ouf the concessions to the wealthier seetion
of the farming community. By this means
ke would save far more than the £40,000 T
referred to, and could then give holidays
to the men in the railways.

The men do work
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The Premier: In 1913 the super. rates were
put wp.

Mr. HUGHES: We canuot compare that
year with the present, because we have the
assurance of the ‘*West Australian’’ that
we have turned the corner. According to the
Premier our financial position has improved.
Tt is unfair to ask the railway men to bear
the whole of the burden of the development
of the State.

The Premier: The whole of the burden?

Mr. HUGHES: They are bearing an un-
duve share of it.

The Premier: No.

Mr. HUGHES: The concessions to the farm-
ing eommunity are given at the expense of
the wages men in the railways.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! -The hon. member
cannot discuss railway freights.

Mr. HUGHES: Tt is a question whether
the railways can find the mecessary money.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the guestion
before the Hounge; it is a question whether
long service leave conditions applying to the
salaried staff shall be applied also to the
wages staff. It has nothing to do with the
railways at all.

Mr. HUGHES: You, Mr. Speaker, allowed
the Premier to put up as an argument that
the railways could noi find the money to
provide this coneession,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier did not refer
to the railways at all. He said it was a
question of cost.

The Premier: I did not refer to the rail-
ways. I referred purely to the finanecial
position.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier’s argument
was that the financial position of the Btate
ecould not allow of this being done.

My. HUGHES: I merely wish to show that
the statement made by the Premier will not
bear analysis, If that i3 not within the
scope of the debate, I have nothing more
to say.

Hon. M, F. Troy: On a point of order, L
submit that the hon, member is in order.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not ruled him out
of order.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I thought you bad done
80.

Mr. SPEAKER: I drew the attention of
the hon. member to the fact that he was
wandering from the point.

Mr. HUGHES: T have pointed out one
avenue the Premier could avail himself of
to secure the money involved in this con-
cession. There is another avemne, The
railway men carry on a service throegh mile
after mile of unoccupied land. The provision
of those railway facilities materially in-
creases in value the Jand throngh which the
railways pass. If the owners of that un-
oceupied and unutilised land were made to
pay something towards the railway service,
the cost of this concession would be amply
covered, If the Government levied a tax
of 1s. in the pound on the unimproved value
of the land, that impost would produce over
a million pounds. The Premier should in-
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gist npon thoze people holding unutilised
land payving something towards the railways.
[ hope the House will not have regard to
the bogey raised by the Premicr that it is
a financial impossibility to grant this con-
cession.

(uestion put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves 13
Noes 13
A tie 0
AYEB,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Chesson Mr. McCallum
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsie
Mr, Heron Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Hughes ' Mr. Walker
Mr. Lambert ' Mr, Corhoy
Mr. Lutey ' (Telter.)
NOEB,
Mr. Angelo Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Carter Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Durack Mr. Money
Mr. Harrison Mr., Sampson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwond
Mr. Latham Mr. Stubbs
Mr. C. C. Maley (Teler.)
Paies.
AYES. Noes,
Mr. Willcock Mr. George
Mr. Davles Mr. A, Thomson
Mr. Troy Mr. Denton

Mr. SPEAKER: [ give my ecasting vote
as T am bound, irrespective of my personal
opinions, to proiect the revenve. In the cir-
cumstances, I shall vote with the noes and
declare the motion nepatived.

Question thus negatived.

ESPERANCE-NORTHWARDS RAILWAY
EXTENSION PROJECT.

Council’s Messages.

Order of the Day read for the considera-
tion of Messages Nos. 10 and 12 from the
Legislative Council regarding the extension
of the Esperance-Northwards railway.

Mr. SPEAEKER: [ draw the atten-
tion of the House to the following: The con-
sideration of Messages Nos. 10 and 12 from
the Lepislative Council was set down in one
Order of the Day but no debate can take
place without a motion and I cannot ses
how a motion can possibly be framed. Mea.
sage No. 12 i3 more like a polite letter of
explanation than a message such as ordin-
arily passes between the two Houses, and it
admits of no action by this House., Message
No. 10 presents for concurrence a resolufion
of which part was passed by this House in
the affirmative and part dealt with 4in the
negative. On both grounds, to put a ques.
tion that the resolution be comeurred in,
would be a direct violation of Standing
Order 176. No moticen being possible, the
Order of the Day must be allowed to lapse.
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Hon. T, WALKER: I do not wish to take
the drastic step of disagreeing with your
ruling. I wounld like to make an explana-
tion.

Mr. SPEAKER: [ will allow the hon.
member to make an explanation but I
cannot zllow a discossion without a motion.

Hon. T. WALKER: It will be remembered
that T moved the resolution now covered in
the Couneil’s Message No. 12 and my resoln-
tion as [ moved it in this House is precisely
as earried in the Legislative Couneil,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the reason why
we eannot deal with it here, hecause we
have already dealt with it this session.

Hon. T. WALKER: There is nothing in
onr Standing Orders which prevents us
aecepting or rejecting any amendment made
by the Couneil, unless it be to money Bills.

Mr. SPEAKER: Standing Order 176 pre-
vents ‘it.

Hon. T. WALKER : That
another phase. Tt says—

No question shall be proposed which is
the same in substance a3 any question
which, during the same session, has been
resolved in the affirmative or negative.
Mr. SPEAKER: This is exactly the same

guestion.

Hon. T. WALKER: There is a broad dia-
tinction, No questioz is involved that has
been definitely settled. It has been treated
ag all messages are treated between the two
Chambers. A resolution earried here can
be forwarded hy message to another place

deala with

and ean be retorued to uws either as we sent,

it or as amended by the Couneil. No finality
has been reached in the matter until we
have dealt with this message. Thix iz part
of the process of our bi-cameral Chamber
procedure, The Council ean by message send
the resolution back to us amended.

The Premier: They did not do so.

Hon, T, WALKER: Practically they have
dene so. I admit the wording of Message
No. 12 s semewhat vague. The wmessage
should have been that they had already con-
sitlered the message and had made an
amendment, in which amendment they de-
sired the convutrrence of the Agsembly. They
have practically dome that in Message No.
10 becanse that covers precisely the same
resolutinn that T moved in this Chamber.
It was in deference to the promisc made by
the Premicr that this question would reeeive
prompt attention next session that the mat-
ter was mot gone on with befere this.

The Premier: The Honse would not con-
sider it without the information it was neces-
sary to get, ineluding the surveys and other
partienlars.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Kan
owna would facilitate matters if he suggested
what motion he eonld submit.

Hon. T. WALKER: 1T could submit a mo-
tion that we concur in Measage No. 10.

My, SPEAKER: I could not aceept that
motion, beeause we have already dealt with it.
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Hon. T. WALKER: But this is unpre-
cedented. You, Mr. Speaker, have no ia-
stanee in your records on all fours with this.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the Standing
Orders.

Hon. T. WALKER: But they do not affect
the position. With all due deference I con-
tend that Standing Order 176 does not affect
the position, because it refers only to a re-
debate on something already finalised.

Mr. SBPEAKER: Part of the resclution
was dealt with in the affirmative and part in
the negative.

Hon. T. WALKER: I diffe: strongly from
that view. The resolution was not finalised be-
canse we sent A message to avother place ask-
ing them to coneur in our resolution. They
have replied by sending baek a resolution
previsely similar to the motion submitted to
this House.

Mr, SPEAKER:
planation.

Hon. T. WALKER: Then I move—

That the Legislative Assembly concurs

fw the Legislative Council’s Message No.
1.

You are making ap ex-

Mr. BPEAKEH: [ cannot accept your
wotion. Message No, 10 reads—
The Legislative Council acquaints the

Loegislative Assembly that on the 8th No-
vember it passed the following resolution:—
‘‘That in the opinion of this House, the
trovernment. should geek the neccssary au-
thority this session to exiend the Faperanee-
Northwards railway, now in course of con-
struction, so that it will junction with the
main railway system of the State at Nerse-
man,’" presents the same to the Legislative
Arsembly for its concurrence.

That was received on the 15th November. {Jn

the same day the following message, No. 12,

came from the Legislative Couneil--

The Legislative Couuncil aequaints the
Legislative Assembly, in reply to its mes-
sage Xo, 11, that the Legislative Couneil
has already passed a resolution which is of
like substance to that set out in the message.
The only difference between the two re-
solutions is that in the former the words
‘‘this =session’’ are substituted for the
words ‘‘as early as possible.”’” Under theso
circamstanees, but for the difficulty which
arises owing to the provisions of its Stand-
ing Order No. 120, the Legislative Council
is neeessarily prepared to concor with the
resolution of the Legislative Assembly with
this alteration therein above referred to.

That is we must concur in the resolution ecen-
taining the words *‘this session,’’ which we
have already ilecided in the negative. The
Council never considered our message. They
sent us a polite message telling us they wonld
have done so but they were precluded by their
Standing Order No. 120, kecause they had
passed the other motion before our message
was considered. Now I say we are precluded
from dealing with their message under our
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Standing Order No. 176, which is exactly
tlie same as the Council s Stunding Order No.
127. Notwithstanding that the bhon. member
has argued to the contrary, 1 am bound to
interpret the Standing Order un 1 bave indi-
cated. It reads—

No question shall be propused which is
the same in substanee as any question which
duriog the same scssion has heen resolved
in the attinmative or negative,

We have deeided in the negative one section
of the regsolution and in fhe aflirmative the
other section. Theretore, wa ¢annot toueh it.
It is not merely a matter that iz the same in
substance; it is precisely the snme resolution.
It is obvious this llouse capmot accept the
motion contaiped in the Viouneid's message.

Hon. T. WALKER: Even iff it were por
missible, it would be ulmost uselesq at this
late stage to pass the resolution. [ wish to
explain—

Mr, SPEAKER: | know the hon. member
is anxions about this matter, and with the per
mission of the Honse I shall allow him to ex.
plain.

Hon. T. WALKER: | am under the im-
pression that both in the other Chamber amil
in this, the Standing Order has Dbeen wis-
nnderstood. Clearly Standing Order No. 176
deals with wmatters finally disposed of. 1f
it had bheen n resolntion that went no further
than this House, that originated here and
emded here, your ruling would be strietly to
the point, but when the matter is not finalised
until it hos gone to another place aml been
returned  therefrom and then considered. it
dves not come under that Standing Order.
Otherwise we should not be able to deal witk
amendments to a Bill, becawse it vould he
satd we had dealt with the same watter pre-
vionsly, When it is a matter of trondmissirn
ficm one (Lamber to the other, the guestion
s not finally completed uatil all the messiages
have passed. This resolution is in course of
consideration: it is not finally dealt with.
Wiil you permit me to say how [ rejoice at
the ehange of vvents. 1t was this House that
was always in favour of the measure, and
carried it again and again, while another
House always blocked it. Now another place
is the more eager and wants this railway eon-
structed wore speedily than we do. T re-
joiee in the progress of public opinion,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. memhber is ont
of order.

Hon. T. WALKER: T reecgnise that, but
it ig important to note that another place ix
leading this Chamber in pregressive legisla-
tion for the henefit of the country

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member holds
that Standiag Order No. 176 does not apply
berause the question was not finally dealt
with. There is no deubt this House had finally
dealt with the question.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am not prepared to
argue it further to-night.

The Premier: You have done vour daty
hy it, if anrbody has,
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SELEUT COMMITTEE—RETIREMENT
J. B. CONNULLY,

T'v adogt repart.

Mr, HUJHES (East FPerth)

meve—

That in the opinion of this Mouse, John
Bede Connotly shoald be reinstoled in the
railway scrvice in wecorddice with the re-
commendations of the select comuneiltee; or,
ianted a special allowance in compliance
with the proerisions of Sectivn 6 of the
Nuperannuation Aet, 1871,

1108 L

J. B, Connolly was an officer in the 1ailway
service prior to 1903, Ay he ocveupied a sal-
aried position, be ¢ame within the scope of the
Buperannuation Aet, 1871, Cunpolly was re-
tired frem the gervice to facilitate improve-
ments which, under the Supcrannuation Act,
carried the right to a special annual allow-
anve. The (‘ommissioner of Railways, when
Iie retived Connolly, thoupght he was retiring
i effivieut olticer. He gave him a year’s sal-
ary, und apparently thought lhe was doing
something handsome by Connelly. The Com-
missioner, however, deprived Connelly of his
double rights. Being retired ay an excess
ofticer he was entitled to a special annual al-
lowance under the provisions of Section 8 of
the Buperaunuation Act, from which decision
there is no appeal. If therv is no work for
an officer, he cannot be retained. But the pur-
pose of the Act is to give an oflicer the brne-
fit of his years of service by way of a special
aunual allowouee or yensiot. If Connolly had
heen chareed with ineficiency, he would have
i the right of appeal, and the department
w uld have been bound to substantiate the
charge by sworn vvidence. By retiring him
as an excess officer, the department deprived
Connolly of his right of appeal, and he was
not piven a speeind annual allowanee.  Con-
sequently o grave injustice has been dane him,
Having reviewed all the eireumstances, the
swwlect eannittee recommend that he be re-
justaled in sueh a way thai he shall suffer
nir loss from his period of temporary retire-
ment. It the department are not prepared to
take advantape of that offier, Connolly should
I browght within the provisions of the Super-
tnnnation Aet and granted the speeial annual
allewanee, The motion werely asks the House
to give effect to the findings of the seleet com-
mittee,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—DXNortham) [10.12]: T do not know much
about Connolly’s alility; personaliy I know
nothing. He was retired from the service and
1 helieve he wius perfectly satisfied with the
amount of £270 paid him. Then I heard there
was a protest, but up to the time the money
was aceepted, he was content with the ar-
rangement by whirh he was paid this retire-
ing allowance.

Mr. Corbov: That is not so

The PREMIER: Yes: T saw the letter.
The point wae not raised fill afterwards,
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Mr, Corboy: The veceipt for the mouney
is endorsed ‘‘Received under protest.’’

The PREMIER: | did not say it was not
g0 emdorsed. The letter of the Gth October,
1922, reads—

Youra of even date relative to retirement
of Mr. J. B. Connolly. I note decision asg
conveyell to you by the pensions board. As
you state you ure unable to supply the neces-
sary certifieate to the pensions board, we
now desire that you will give cffect to your
previous offer of a year’s salary, i.e., £270
and trust this will be made available early
2a Mr. Connolly has now completed his
leave. Thomas Kenafick.

Une would have thought that meunt fAnality.
The money was sent aleng. On the 13th
Qctolwr the following letter was forwarded
by Mr. Kenafick: —

I am in receipt of your letter of the
7th instant regarding Mr. J. B. Connolly,
and desire to advise that the cheque has
been eollected by him. This is without
prejudice to any further action that may
be taken by himself or the union to fur-
ther his claims for the payment of a pen-
sion, (Signed) Thos. Kenafick.

That was after the receipt of the £270. The
mover, of course, knows that,

Mr. Munsie: That was all explained in the
evidence.

Mr. Corboy: That is all dealt with in the
report,

The PREMIER: An officer retired should
say whether he agrees that the offer which
has heen made fo him is acceptable or not.
Tt is unthinkable that cvery man who is in
the Government service must be kept in the
Government service.

Mr, Munsie: The select committee do mnot
say that, and the motion does not say it.

Mr. Corhey: Have you read the select
committee’s report$

The PREMIER: Every word of it.

Mr, Corboy: Then you have forgotten n
lot of it.

The PREMTER: 1 never forget anything.
Tt is unthinkable that a man, whether suit-
able or unsuitable, should be retained in the
Government service once he enters it. The
sclect committee practically say that.

Mr, Munsie: No, we do not.

The PREMIER: The select committee say
the man must be reinstated or given a pen-
sion, and that if the £270 is to be returned,
repayment must extend over a number of
vears,

Mr. Corboy: You are counting on getting
the whole lot back. T suggest you read the
report. .

The PREMIER: I know it very well in-
teed. It is a wonderful produetion. After I
had read it, I seid, ‘‘ There is our accountant
at work; no one else has written a word of
this.’’

Mr. Hughes: Oh, no! That is not so.

Mr. Corhoy: It is a good thing the mem-
her for Roebourne (Alr. Teesdale) is not
here.
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The PREMIER: Clause 2 of the report
suggests repayment of the €270 at the rate
of £1 per week. The House is quite right in
rectifying an injustice, but an injustice was
not done in this ease. I know nothing of
Mr. Connolly's ability, but I do know the
Commissioner of Railways, and [ know wlat
the letter sayd. It scems odd to say on the
Gth *“Give me the cheque,’’ and then on the
11th to say, ‘1 uacvept the cheque without
prejudiee,*’

Mr, Munsie: That does not state the posi-
tion correctly.

The PREMIER: Then the matter is
brought up in Poarliament. I think it is a
pity Mr. Connolly was uot retired in the
ordinary way, and given the right of appeal,
which wonld have settled the matter. 1 hope
the Commissioner of Railways will in future
retive his officers in u way that will give them
the right of appeal. It is wonderful how men
can stick in the Government serviee even
though in the opinion of their superiors they
ghould not be retained. Naturaily T have
talked with the Commissioner of Railways
ubout this matter. I pointed out to him what
was the course he should have followed, [
suppose it can still be followed. T shall
offer no objection to the ecarrving of the
motion, for the reason that I think Mr, Con-
nolly should be retired in another woy, which
would allow him to bring his case before the
Appeal Board. But when an officer is re-
tiredl and says he is satisfied, that ought te
end the matter. His opportunity is at the
time, and not a year afterwarda.

Mr. Corboy: It is over 12 months since
Connoliy placed the ease in my hands, so he
has been working on it a long time.

The PREMIER: His case was completed
when he aceepted the vheque. .

Mr, Corboy: You will withdraw that state-
ment when vou have read the evidenee.

The PREMIER: Nao. I do not think the
House should be ealled upon to inquire into
sueh a case as this, particularly in view of
the existence of the Appeal Board. T hope
that in future the Commissioner of Railways
will send cases of this kind to the Appeal
Board.

Mr. Corboy: That would have
proper thing to do.

The PREMIER: I do not think a tman has
the right to stay in the Public Service any
longer than in any other service unless his
work is satisfactory.

been the

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [10.22]: As re-
gards the aceeptance of the cheque hy Mr,
Connolly, the Premier said in ecffect that it
savoured of a confidence trick to accept the
cheque and then come hack a week after-
wards and reopen the case. I would draw
the Premier's attention to the following
answer given by Mr. Norton, paying cashier
in the Railway Department:—

751. Were there any peculiar eireum-
stances about the payment?—T noticed it
was a special allowance. Mr, Kenafiek,
seceretary of the union, attended with him
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when he collected the cheque. I recollect

Connelly suggesting that he should write

‘‘without prejudice’’ on the form. Both

Mr. Eenafick and I told him it would not

affect the position, as we understood he

was still negotiating with the department.
That happened at the actual payment of the
cheque to Mr, Connolly. So there is no ques-
tion of the matter having been reopened a
week later.

The Premier: But it was reopened after
he got the cheque.

Mr, CORBOY: The question was raised be-
fore the cheque was handed over, Mr. Nor-
ton understood that Mr, Connelly would con-
tinue his fight with the department in spite
of receiving the cheque, I agree with the
Premier to this extent, that when & man is
retired he should be rutired in 2 proper way,
so that be can go to the Appeal Board and
fight hia case. Then there would be no oeca-
sion for Parliament to inquire into such a
matter as this. I hope Mr. Cennolly will go
back into the serviee, because it is quite
wrong for the Government to pay a pension
to a man in middle life, which may mean
paying the pension for 30 or 40 years. If
this man is not reinstated, he will have to be
given a pension,

Question put and passed.

MOTION-—APPRENTICESHIP
SYSTEM.

To inyuire by Royal Commission,

Debate resumed from the 5th December on
the following motion by Mr. Davies:—

That in the opinion of this Housd o
Royal Commission should be appointed to
inquirc geacrally itnto the aepprenticrship
question,

and on the following amendment moved by
Mr. Hughes:—

That the words ‘‘and alsv inio the ques-
tion of artieles wn the professions’’ be
added to the molion.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham—on amendment) {10.26] : As
regards the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for East Perth, I have to point out that
the professions are a very different thing
from the trades. In the case of artivling
one’s son te a professional man, you pay
your money and Yyou take your -choice.
For example, I should be quite willing to
pay the nlember for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker) £600 to artiele my son. The train-
ing in the hon. member’s office would be
worth it. To another lawyer I might be
willing to pay only £300, because the training
would not be so goed. In some cases I would
be disposed to pay only £100. Finally, I
might say to a lawyer, ‘‘You must take the
boy withouf anything at all.’’?  One pays
one’s money and one takes one’s choiece be-
cauge the training is different in each legal
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office. The opportunities of learning would
be different, and thus the money's worth ob-
tainable would Le different, in different legal
oftices. Therefore I think we should leave
the matter of articles alone,

Mr. Hupghes: WWhat about dentists?

The PREMIER: A lawyer is not abso-
lutely necesrary to anybody, but a deatist is.
Nevertheless, it comes to the same thing once
again, There is the dentist of wide experi-
cenee and there is the dentist of limited ex-
perience. When articling one's son, one
seleets the man who can give him the best
training, XNaturally there is competition for
plares on the staff of the best professional
man, and lie demands the largest premium.
I do not think that syatem should be inter-
fered with, anil I do not think it will be.
No doubit most professional men are in every
way very desirable, but some are not quite
sy desirable as others, There is another
reagon why we need not bother with this
question of articles in the professions. We
do mot want an army of lawyers, nor do we
want every second man te be a dentist, a
doctor, an architect, or a veterinary surgeon.
The scope for them is limited, There are
quite enough men in the professions now,
and all too few in the trades.

Mr. Hughes: We have not enough chemists
or dentists ar doctors.

Mr. Chesson: We have too mueh law, and
not enough justice.

The PREMTER: Too many lawyers have
too little knowledge of the law. Tt has been
said that everyhody is expeeted to know the
law, except the lawyers. Most of the profea-
sions are overdome now, and it would be
wrong to encourage an uvalimited number of
voung people to go into them when they can-
not make a living by them, There are open-
ings for a few in the professions, and those
few can easily be trained under existing con-
ditions.

Mr. Corboy: 1 thought your migration
scheme would give openings for a good many
more.

The PREMIER: It would if my friend
would de his utmost te aid ihe scheme.

Mr. Corboy: My part of the country is
taking a lot of your migrants.

The PREMIER: T hope the hon. member
will not insist upon his amendment to the
meotion, for it is quite unnecessary.

Mr. MUXSIE {Hannans) [10.31]: While
I agree with the motion, I think the amend-
ment is just as badly required. It is all
very well for the Premier to say we do not
want an army of professional men.

Hon. P, Collier: .Just now we do not want
an army of aspiring politicians.

Mr. MUNSIE: Years agoe the profes-
sions were kept for the sons of people well
to do, the reasonm being that those were the
only people who, under the then prevailing
conditions, could afferd to give their boys
and girls the necessary education. Thanks
to the more democratic spirit of later years,
we gucceeded in getting free edueation from
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the kindergarten to the university, but now
all kinds of obstacles are to be placed in the
way of the poor man’s child. I am told on
good authority there are, in Pertb, institu-
tions taking boys as apprentices to dentistry.
Their parents believe those boys are to become
practising dentists, The parents are paying
premiumg for the privilege. Later, when
they come to read the articles of apprentice-
ship, they discover that their boys are ap-
prenticed as mechanics, and will never be
able to practise dentistry.

Mr. SPEAEER: The motion will cover
that.

Mr. MUNSIE: No, it will not apply to
the professions, but the amendment will.

Mr. Underwood: Why worry about pro-
fessions when you cannot get a bricklayer?

Mr. MUNSIE: Becavse I want the rising
generation to have the same chance of be-
coming professional men as they have of be-
coming bricklayers.

Mr. Underwood:
labovrers!

Mr. MUNSIE: If they turn out good
labourers it will not be wuch to their pre-
judice. In some professions to-day they are
being turned out mere labourers. If the im-
quiry be extended to the professions, it may
do some good.

Mr. Teesdale: It cannot force an employer
to teach a boy a trade if he does not intend
to.

Mr. MUNSIE: If an employer takes an
apprentice he should teach bhim a trade. I
fdo not want an employer tv be compelled
to teach a boy if, on trial, the boy proves un-
suited for the trade. But if an sapprentice
shows aptitude for a trade, the employer
ought to be compelled to teach him that trade.
I hope the House will curry the amendment
und will then carry the amended motion,

And you furn them out

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.37]: 1
compliment the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) wpon his amendment. The appren-
ticeship question in Australia is a big sub-
ject; in Western Australia it is a pressing
one, and as applied to the professions, it is
a really serious one, especially for the parent
who has had to shell out £200 or £300 by
way of preminm. It ia nearly time Parlia-
ment took a hand in the apprenticeship ques-
tion, not only as applied to bricklayers or
carpenters, but as applied to the professioms.
Dentists have accepted apprentices, knowing
that the Dental Act lays it down that, pre-
paratory to being articled as dentists, boys
musgt have passed the junior University ex-
amination.

Mr. Underwood: And be able to gabble a
bit.

AMr. LAMBERT: I have known registered
dentists accept a premium of £156 from work-
ing men who believed they were placing their
boys in a way to become registered dentists.
Under the Dental Act that is impossible. The
same thing obtains in the legal profession
and others. Parliament should lay it down
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as a principle that the only proof to the
articling of a boy to his profession is his
capacity to serve in his profession. It is a
scandal that Parliament should folerate the
payment of cxtortionate premiums for allow-
ing a boy to be articled in any profession.
In the legal profession the premium is a
charge upon a lad after he has passed hia
final examination, Possibly a boy may serve
with a legal practitioner and will find
after he has passed his final examination that
there is a debt standing against him of per-
haps £200 or £300.

Mr. Underwood: That is the great Labour
movement that looks after the legal profes-
sions!

Mr. Munsie: The Labour movement looks
after all classes.

Mr. LAMBERT: I will raise my voice in
support of the bricklayer, the carpenter, the
mason, the bootmaker and anyone else who
may be coneerned.

Mr, Underwood: Yon are putting in a
pretty good tale for the professional man now.

Mr, Munsie: The amendment deals with the
professional man.

Mr, Underwood: It is a fool of an amend-
ment.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the House will
accept the amendment and that it will prove
to be the first step towards wiping out an
iniquitous system that has grown up, and
that the professional men will realise their
obligations meore, and see that those who are
articled will not be merely those who ean pay
high premiums.

On motion by the Minister for Agriculture,
debate adjourned.

House adjeurned at 10.48 p.m.

Registative Counct,

Wednesday, 18th December, 19£3.

PacR

Bitls : maly Socleties Act Amendment Aa-
s amendments 1068
thmp A Ametldu:lentE Oom l'eeom 1069
}:n s?f’?saooo 2x., Com. " v, 1s }333

n B., .

Architects, 2R., Com., etc, 1078
Land Act Arnendmnnt, 2n,, Com, report e 1978
Geraldton Hn.rbour orks, 28 , ete. 1085

General Loan and mmbed émck Act Com-
tinuance, 2R., 1085
Veterinary surgeonn Act Amendment. 23 elc. 1986
Leke Grace-Newdegata Rallway, 2K, ... 1987
Vermin Act Amendmeant, 1R 1963
Loan £3,763,000, Ansembly'n mmnga,report 38, 1998
Adjoummnt. Sped.nl... 1094
The PRESIDEXT tock the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.



